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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION-GRASSHOPPER PEST.

Bait on Railway Reserves.
Hion. P'. D. FERGU'SON asked the %fill-

ister for Railways: 1, Was the Railway De-
partment offered the use of a mechanical
poison bait distributor for use on railway
reserves throughout the flalwallinu Road
Board district, in order to combat the grass-
hopper menace! 2, If so, why was not ad-
vantage taken of it ?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, No. 2, Answered by No. 1.

QUESTIONS (2)-RAILWAYS.

1 V/eot Trnrks I(Ned for Coke.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON asked the Minister
for Railways: 1, Have any of the bulk wheat
trucks wvhich were altered to transport wheat
in bulk been used for the transport of coke?
2, If so, where were those trucks so used and(
howv many were used? 3, Were those trucks
marked as being for "bulk wvheat only"? 4,
Howv much has been earned in freight by
using those wagons for the transport of
coke? 5, What amount did each of those
trucks earn in freight when loaded with coke
and what would be earned when loaded with
bulk wheat over the same distance? 6, In
view of bulk wheat tracks being used for
coke transport, will the Government make
any refund of the £1,905 paid by the Westra-
lhan Farmers, Ltd., for the alteration of the

trucks which, it wvas understood, were to lie
used for "bulk wheat only'?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS, re-
plied: 1, Yes. 2, (ieraldton-Wiluna. Eq~uiv-
alent to 134 four-wheeled trucks. 3, Yes. 4,
r3,584 15s. 3d. 5, Approximately £27 for
coke and £18 for wheat. 6, No.

Sheep Transported in Wh'eat Trucks,
Mr. SE-WARI) asked the Minister for

Railways: Is he aware that R.H. (steel
bulk handling) trucks are being used by the
Railway Department for transporting sheep
aid fat lanibs to MNidland Junction fat stock
mnarket? 2, Why are such unsuitable trucks
being used for that traffic? 3, Will he take
steps to ensure that the practice is stopped
at one?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
pjlied: 1, Yes. 2, Stich trucks are used only
in exceptional eases when more suitable
trucks ire not available. 3, Answered by
No. 2.

QUESTION-EMPLOYMENT
DEPARTMENT.

Appointment of Inspector.

Mr. HEGNEY asked the Minister for En'-
ployment: 1, How many inspectors are at
the Employment Department? 2, Has De-
tective Ifughes, who was attached to the Fun-
jlovment Department, resigned from the
police force and been appointed in charge of
the inspectors? 3, What is the salary for the
new appointment? 4, What allowances have
been paid to Detective Hughes during the
past five years-(a) for travelling; (b) for
car'.

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT
replied: 1, Nine. 2, Yes. :1, £402 per antnut,

plsan allowance of £40 for overtime. 4,
(a £t j342 4s. 6Id.; (b) £1,602 12s. 6d. Cover-
hotr an average yearly mileage of 32,000.

QUESTION-MINING, SIMPSON'S
BATTERY, NULI.AGINE.

Mr. M1ARSHALL asked the Minister for
Mines: 1, Is it a fact that Simpson's battery
has been removed from its original site to the
old State battery site near Nullagine? 2,
Which departmental officer first recomn-
mnended the original site from which this bat-
tiy is supposed to have been removed? 3,
What i- the amount of money, and on which
officer's recomnmendation was money ad-
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vancod to Simpson by the Government for
the erection of tlu battery on the original
site? 4, How much money, if any, has been
advanced for the removal of the battery, if
such has occurred?

The -MINISTER FOR MINES replied:
1, Sinmpson's battery is now being moved to
the old State Battery site at 20 Mile Sandy.
2, Inspector of Mines J. Verran. 3, £4,498
12s. ld., advanced from the Commonwealth
Metalliferous Fund upon the reconimenda-
tion of the Inspector of M.%ines and the
State Mining- Engineer. 4, The removal is
being financed by the battery owner.

QUESTION-LICENSING ACT.
Mr. STYANTS asked the 'Minister for

Justice: 1, Has consideration been given to
Part IV. of the Licensing Act as applying to
the Kalgoorlie municipality'! 2, If so, what
was the result?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE replied:
1, Yes. 2, Part IV. of the ILicensing Act,
which contains the whole of the machinery
clauses dealing with the issue, renewal, trans-
fer and removal of licenses and charging of
fees, must necessarily apply to the licensing
area within the Kalgoorlie Municipality as
to all other parts of the goldfields and the
State; and no evidence is forthcoming- that
the administration of this part of the Act
has been detrimental to the welfare and pro-
gress of the municipality.

QUESTION-POINT HEATHCOTE
RECEPTION HOME.

Mr. SAMPSON asked the M1inister for
Health: 1, Is it a fact that letters addressed
to patients at Point Heatbeote Reception
Home are opened prior to being handed to
addressees? 2, As inmiates of Heatheote are
there in many cases voluntarily, and as in no
instance arc uncertifleated cases admitted,'
wvill he give consideration to the issue of an
order instructing that the practice, if already
adopted, shall forthwith end9 3, Is he able
to give an assurance that outgoing corres-
pondence of patients is not interfered with?

The MIINISTER FOR HEALTH replied:
The regulations relating to patients' cor-
respondence at Heatheote give the Medi-
cal Superintendent or the medical officer
discretionary power to peruse both% in-
ward andl outward correspondence. Reply-
ing to questions:-1, In certain cases the

medical officer has considered it necessary to,
peruse letters before being handed to ad-
dre~sees. 2,' Voluntary inmates, in the appli-
cation formi, specify their willingness to
abide by the regulations. In view of the very
vried mental condition of patients, both
voluntary and involuntary, it is considered
that the discretionary power contained in the
regulations must be retained for exercise in
certain cases. 8, Covered by reply to No. 2.

QUESTION-FRUIT-CASE WOOD.

Mr. SAMPSON asked the Minister for
Forests: 1, Does he recall the shortage of
fruit-case wood which occurred last year, and
wvhich caused such inconvenience and anxiety
to growers, particularly in respect to wood
required for cases for export? 2, In view of
the very difficult circumstances disclosed, will
hie give favourable consideration to the set-
ting- aside of a suitable area or areas of
jarrah country to he held and utilised as a
reserve or reserves for tiniber for fruit-case
wood, such to be of sufficient area or areas to
provide for the increasing needs of orchard-
ists?

The MINISTER FOR FORESTS replied:
1, 1 am not aware that there was any actual
,hortage of easd-wood last year. 2, The
Forests Department is taking steps to regu-
late the cutting of timber for fruit cases with
a view to conserving future supplies. In
addition to the considerable quantity of fruit
cases produced by the large sawmills the de-
piartmnent has granted a number of permits
throughout the fruit-growing districts for the
production of cases only.

PETITION-CLAREMONT 'BUS
SERVICE.

MR. NORTH (Claremont) [4.32]: 1
desire to present a petition from the electors
of Claremont and Nedlands asking this
House to lift the restrictions on the buses
plying over the main road from Perth to
Fremantle along the existing tram route. I
move-

That the petition be received and read.

Mr. Hegney: It is a bit late in the session
for that.

Question put and passed; petition received
and read.
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BILLS (4)-THIRD READING.

71. Farmers' Debts Adjustment Act Amend-
ment.

2.
3.
4

Land Act Amendment.
Collie Hospital Agreement.
Financial Emergency Act Amendment.
Transmitted to the Council.

3ILLL-INCOME TAX ASSESSMENT.

Ina committee.

Resumed from the pr~evious day; Mr.
Hegney in the Chair, the Prenmier in charge
of the Bill.

Postponed Clause 167--Court of Review:
The CHAIRMAN: Progress was reported

on Clause 167, which deals with the setting
up of a court of review, consideration of
which had been postponed.

Hon. C. G. LATHLAM: I move an amend-
ment-

That in line 3 of Subelause 1 after ''from,''
the following words be inserted:-''opinions,
decisions, determinations or.''

The Premier may point out that the term
"assessment" covers these other matters, but
I find that in the Acts operating in the Eas-
tern States the phraseology is somewhat
along the lines I suggest. Disputes may
occur between the Commissioner and tax-
payers apart from assessment matters, and
the amendment will give the right of appeal
against the Commissioner's decisions. As
the legislation is to be uniform and co-
ordinated throughout Australia, probably
rulings will be arrived at on various points,
so that there is not likely to be so much
difficulty in future as there has been in the
past. The term "assessment" narrows the
position down too much, although the Pre-
mier may think it is inclusive.

The Premier: I should have thought so.
Hon. C. G. LATHAM: That was what

I thought at first, but as Parliaments in the
Eastern States have included these additional
words, I thought it best to take advantage
of what they, in their wisdom, have provided
for. I do not know whether this has been
the subject of discussion elsewhere, but I
feel that we might as well have this amend-
ment.

The PREMI1ER: I suppose that great
minds think alike. I have not given much
consideration to this amendment, but the
only thing that 'matters to the taxpayer is

for how much he is assessed, and lie learns
that from the Commissioner's assessmnent. It
that is considered unsatisfactor ',v then really
it contains the opinions expressed by the
Conmmisioner, and they are plain for the
taxpayer to see. The clause is quite clear
about it and I cannot follow the hon. mem-
her's reasons for the proposed amendment.
It may mean something altogether different
from what we think it means, and so I do
not propose to agree to an amendment which
we cannot fally understand. The whole
questioni affecting the taxpayer lies in the
decisions and opinions expressed in the
assessment. If the taxpayer does not feel
inclined to accept the assessment, he has
his remedy in the processes of the law. The
whole clause represents the introduction of
a new principle and the taxpayer can get
a decision from the court. Once the assess-
ment is issued he has, of course, to pay the
tax before anything else can be done, hut,
having paid the tax, if he thinks the assess-
ment is wrong, he can get a determination
from the court. Previously the Coinmis-
sioner could delay the thing for any time
whatever. it would be unwise to accept an
amendment which, in the first place, is not
necessary and which, in the second place,
even if wye consider it necessary, we do not
fully understand in its application.

Amendment put and negatived.

Clause put and passed.
Postponed Clauses 168, 169-agreed to.

Postponed Clause 170-Appeals:
Ron. C. 0. LATHA M: This clause pro-

vides for appeals and the periods during
which they can take place. Subelanse I pro-
vides that if a taxpayer is dissatisfied %vith a
decision of the Commissioner, he may
within 60 days request the Commissioner
to treat his objection as an appeal and for-
ward it to the court of review or to the
Supreme Court. Then Subolause 2 pro-
vides that if within 60 days after recei-
ing this request the Commissioner does not
forward the objection, the taxpayer may
give him notice in writing to do so, w-here-
upon the Commuissioner shall, within 60
days, refer the decision or forward the
objection to the court accordingly. So
there are two periods of 60 days' delay.
Then, in the proviso to Subclause 2, it is
prescribed that if within 60 day' s the Com-
missioner req1uires further information
from the taxpaYer, he shall not be bound
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to refer the decision or forward the objec-
tion to the court until the expiration of 60
days after the receipt by him of that re-
quired information. So there is another
60 days. All this delay is quite unneces-
Saryr. Apart altogether from the 60 days
referred to in the proviso, there are two
periods of 60 days, constituting of course
a lapse of four months. It is altogether too
long a period. Vnder this the Coinis-
sioner or his officers could put up mnerely
trivial matters to ensure further delay, and
so the thing might go on for six months.
Surely four months is quite sufficient time
to give the Commissioner in which to make
up his mind. I move an amendment-

That after the word ''objection'' in para-
graph (a) of Subelause 3 the following he
inserted:-"'provided that the court of review
or the Supreme Court may, if it thinks pro-
per, allow the taxpayer on such conditions, if
any, as the court imposes, to amend the ground
of his objection.''

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. membher has
on the Notice Paper a further amendment
to strike out the provision to Subiclause 2.
He will not be able to move that if he first
persists with the amendment he has Just
moved.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: It was my inten-
tion first to move to strike out the proviso.
The two amendments are out of their pro-
per order on the Notice Paper. With your
permission, I will withdraw the amendment
I have just moved and will move the
following amendment-

That the proviso to Subelause 2 be struck
out.

The PREIER: I candidlyv confess that
r do not know the ramifications of the
dcpartment sufficiently well to make a
determination here and now as to whether
the time allowed should be 60 days or twice
60 days. or only .30 days. If anybodyv
thinks he can invoke the aid of the? law
andl have actions in the court Subject to
appeal and get away with it all in a couple
of months, he is unduly optimistic as to the
processes of the law, Of course sufficient
time should be given to those w-ho wish to
invoke the law, if only in order that they
might learn more about the position, and
.so possibly avoid going to law. That is why
the period of delay, is provided for in the
clause. The assessment is issued and if
there be any valid objection time is -iVell
for the taxpayer to notify the Conmis-
sioner of that objection. wvhereunon the

Commissioner is in a position to give a
decision which may persuade the taxpayer
from going to law at all. The whole pur-
pose is to avoid either side goinag to law.
If the Commissioner admits that the tax-
payer's objections are valid, and that he
is prepared to agree to them, that is the
end of it; if on the other hand the Comn-
missioner declares that the objections can-
not be upheld, then the taxpayer knows
that he must pa ' up or, alternatively, go
to law. At least two or three months is
required sometime.s in order that all the
information may be fully considered by
both sides.

Hon. C. G. Lathanm: But the Commjis-
stoner has four months' time provided for
him here.

The PREMIIER : If it he only a Simple
matter, the Commissioner will not take
advantage of the full period. It is not to
hi, interests to delay- the matter, but some-
times a great deal of information has to be
obtained in regard to property or stock
that has been sold, and the market prices.
So I think the Committee would be wvell
advised to allow the taxpayer if possible to
receive satisfaction without going to court.
It would require to bep a large amount of
taxation that would have to be paid to make
much difference to the people who were out
of the use of the money for a month.

Mr. WATTS: Some appeals have taken
place with respect to a fairly large sum of
money. The taxpayer is, therefore, out of
pocket for the time being as to the amount
involved, and is separated from his money
-ilso whilst the court proedure is going on.
The time should be minimised as far as pos-
sible. The taxpayer is given 60 days in
which to lodge his objections, and then the
Commissioner may take another 60 days to
consider those objections. The matter might
thus be held up for six months. Notwith-
standing this delay, the Cormmissioner may
then ask the taxpayer further questions,
and, until he receives the answers, the pro-
ceedings may be held up another 60) 'days.
In the ease of a genuine difference of opinion

between the Commissioner and the taxpayer,
the time involved might well be curtailed.

Amendment put and negatived.

Hon.* C. G. LATHAMI: I move an amend-
ment-

That in paragraph (a) of Subelause 3 after
the word ''objection'' the following be in-
serted:-1"Prorided that the court of review
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of the Supreme Court may, if it thinks proper,
allow the taxpayer on such conditions, if any,
as the court imposes, to amend the grounds of
his objection.''

The burden of proof that the assessment is
excessive lies with the taxtpayer. Although
the Commissioner is empowered to get all
the information he desires, when the appeal
reaches the court the taxpayer is limited to
his orig-inal objection.

The Premier: If he has other objections
he should state them.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: According to this
clause, the objections to be considered are
those stated when the taxpayer first appeale1
to the Commissioner. I have taken these
words from the South Australian Act. It is
only fair that the taxpayer should be given
some consideration.

The PREMIER: I am sorry to be an-
tagonistic to the Leader of the Opposition,
but I cannot accept the amendment.

Hon. C. G. Latham: We are not quarrel-
ling abhout it.

The PREMIER: I would like to have met
him with respect to some of his amendments.
Amongst taxpayers there is an anti-tax-
gatherers complex. They think the tax
gatherer is public enemy No. 1, that he is
out on all occasions to do them an injury,
and that if he can "put one over them" aind
get in more tax than he should, he will do
so. We cannot say that that is our experi-
ence in Western Australia. When people
have a legitimate objection to any assess-
ment made by the Commissioner they are
allowed from 30 to 50 days' grace in which
to lodge their objections. Even after that
they have a further 60 days. The time
should he sufficient in which to state the
ground of their objections. If the taxpayer
thinks that one objection will not be sus-
tained, he should state at once all his objec-
tions. It is possible that a taxpayer may
not put in certain objections which, if the
Commissioner knew of them, would cause
him to take a different view of the matter.

Hlon. C. Gr. Latham: It would he within
the jurisdiction of the court to disallow or
allow further objections.

The PREMIER: The taxpayer should
lodge his objections in the time allowed to
him: otherwise the Commissioner may run
the risk of losing the case which, had he
known of the additional objections, he would
have been glad to handle in a different way.

The provisions of this clause are fair and
reasonable.

Mr. McDONALD: If a taxpayer disagrees
with his assessment he sends in a notice of
his objection. These objections the Corn-
iissioner sends to the court of review. By

this clause the taxpayer is limited to those
particular objections.

The Premier: If he lodged other objec-
tions the Corrunissioner might uphold him.

-Mr. McDONALD: The court of review is
confined to a consideration of the original
objection, and to no other. In New South
Wales and South Australia amendments
similar to this one have been passed. It is
considered there that the taxpayer should
be allowed to amend his original notice of
objection. If, after notice of objection is
given, the taxpayer discovers something that
is very' material to his ease, he is allowed to
lring forwvard that additional matter. He
writes to the Commissioner and notifies him
that he will apply to amend his notice of
objection by adding the further objection.
The Commijsioner is, therefore, able to meet
the additional grounds in the court of re-
view. Suppose it were discovered at the last
moment that the taxpayer had not notified
the Commissioner of these further objec-
tions! Even so, the court or the board might
well say, "We will allow you to amend on the
termis that you pay any costs occasioned to
the Commissioner, and wye will allow a fort-
night's adjournment for him to consider the
amendment.' The costs might amount to a
few pounds, but for the taxpayer there
might be hundreds of pounds at stake. He
mizht discover some new view of his situ-
ation. The amendment will do no injustice,
and will cause no inconvenience.

Amendment put, and a division taken with
the followving result:-

Ayes .. . .21

'Noes 23

Majority against . . 2

Mr. Borle
Mr.. Cardell-OlIrr
Mr. Dover
Mr. F'.rguson
Mr. Hl
Mr. Hughes
Mr. Keenan
Mr. 1.stbao,
Mr. Mann
Mr. McDonald
Mr. 3lctarty

Arms.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
MIr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
M r.
Mr.
Mr.

North
Patrick
sarnpiun
Seward
Stubbs
Thorn
Warner
Watts
Welsh
Shearn

(Teller.)
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NoES
.0r. Collier Mr. Needham
61r. Coverft Mr. Nulsen
M.1r. Cross Mr. Raphael
Mr. Doust Mr. Rodoreds
1Mr. Fox Mr. F 0. L. Smith
Mr. Hawke Mr. styacts
Mr. Hegney Mr, Tonkin
Miss Hlolman Mr. Troy
KIr. Jolinsn,, Mr. Wilicork
Mr. Marshall Mr. Wise
Mr. Millilngton Mr. WiTfon.
Mr, Munsie (Tltcr.)

PA1y03,
Ayes. Noe.

Mr. Brockmian Mr. Wither.
Mr. J1. %1, Smith IMr. Lambert
Amendment thus neg-atived.
Clause put and passed.

Postponed Clause 171-Power of court on
bearing of appeals:

Hon. C. G. LATHAM%: I move an amend-
met-

That in Subelause 2 the words "where the
claim of the Commissioner is held to be tin-
reasonable, or the grounds of aippeal there-
from to be frivolous."
The subelause empowers the court, in its dis-
cretion, to award costs. The judge is best
fitted to determine whether or not costs
should be awarded to either side.

The PREMIER: I see no great objection
to the amendment. The court would prob-
ably act as suggested in any circumstances.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Postponed Clauses 172, 173-agreed to.
Postponed Clause 174-Adjustment of tax

after appeal:
Hon. C. 0. LATHA-M: In the circum-

stances contemplated by the clause, the tax-
payer has already paidi his tax. If anl ad-
justment is to he made in favour of the
Commissioner, that official will claim against
the taxpayer, who certainly will not he
allowed any longer period than 30 days ex-
cept hy special arrangement. The clause,
however, does not provide that if the de-
cision is in favour of the taxpayer the Com-
.missioner shall pay within any specified
time. Taxpayers complain that a refund
takes months, sometimes many months, to
obtain. I move an aimendment-

That after the word 'lal,'in line 2,
there be inserted "'within thirty days.''
Too many of our laws provide penalties for
the public, but omissions of duty on the part
of offiis are forgotten. If an elector
neglects to get his name on the roll hie is
liable to a fine of £2, but if his name has
been improperly strnck off the roll there is
no penalty for the official who so struck it
cdTf.

The PREMIIER: The Taxation COmInlis-
sion has no power to make refunds, hut
can only report to the Commissioner of
Taxation, who makes the necessary adjust-
inent. It might take sonc time for him to
ascertain exactly how much tax should be
refunded. The court might order him to
assess the tax on a basis fixed by the court.
If the amendment is carried, I shall move a
further amendment.

Amendment put and passed.
The PREMIER: I mnove an amendment--
That after the words ''tirty days'' there

be inserted ''of the decision, or of the re-
ceipt by the Commissioner of all inormiation
inecessary for him to give effect to that de-
cision, as the case may be."

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

First and Second Schedules, Title-agreed
to.

Bill reported with amendments,

ELL-3UDGES' RETIREMENT.

Returned from the Council without amend-
ment.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1937-38.
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the 28th October;, Ir. 83cca-
man in the Chair.

Department of Works (Hon. H. Milling-
ten, Mitnister).

Vote, Public Works. and Buildings,
110 6,276:

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
R. Millington-'Mt. Hawthorn) E5.31): It
is usual when introducing the Revenue Esti-
niates to present a brief resume of the activ-
ities of the department during the preceding
year. The expenditure last year was--

£
From Revenue - ordinary public

works and buildings . . . . 103,335
From Revenue Voter--for mainten-

ance and other charges, incl ud.
ing interest and sinking fund-

£
Goldfelds Water Supply 120,.l34
Other hydraulic under-

takings -- .. 60,142
- 180,476

From Loan Funds-including ex-
penditure from Loan Suspense
account - .. .. .912,629

£1,196,440

1560
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In addition, an amount of £C52,189 ira
pended by the department in conuc
with works not provided] for on the
mates under my control, as follows:-

Comnmonwealth Enmployment Scheme
grants

Local water boards, hospital funds,
etc. (including £5,000 from Comi-
monwenith towards Derby Lepro-
Barium . . - 4

tin Goldfields Water Supply-
Further progress in renewingEsti- nmain conduit and steel aud

- wood pipes
f: Proportion of cost of linking up

Goldfields W.B. and Barbalin
3,244 No. 1 District AV.S.

Northam reticulation - improve-
rueats and additional reservoir

Coolgardie and Norseman exten-
8,945 sion .. .

£ 52,189

A comnparison between the total expenditure
for the year 1936-37, from all sources,
namely £1,248,629, and the total expendi-
ture for the previous year, namely
£1,386,546, shows a decrease of £137,917.
The dissection of the total expenditure re-
ferred to, namely £1,248,629, plus expendi-
ture on Town Planning £1,414, equalling
£1,250,043, is as under:

Salaries and incidentals . . 81,623
Harbours and rivers .. .. 205,915
Water supplies, drainage, and irri-

gation . .. . .. 649,'664
Roads and bridges . .. 126(,163
Public buildings (including abat-

tfars) .... . 173,039
Miscellaneous .. 13,639

£1,250,043

The principal works undertaken by the de-
partment last year were--

£
Barbury Harbour--improvements .. 21,203
Frem~antle Harbour-continuation of

renewal of quay, etc. .. .. 72,506
Geraldton Harbour-work towards

completion of improvements scheme 17,987

Mr. Doney: What about the Albany Har-
bour? Can you give us the expenditure on
that?

The 'MINISTER FOR WORKS: We may
come to that. Other figures awe as fol-
lows:

Swan River improvements . .. 15,526
Iloebourne Harbour facilities-Point

Samson jetty .. . . 42,164
Water Supplies (towns)-

Geraldton Water Supply-relaying
gravitation main Wicherina to
Geraldton and installation of
further pumping machinery . 2,949
Boring at Wieberina .. 4,424
Extension of reticulation to

Wonthella tomato-growers .. 3,626
Narrogin Water Supply-

Further improvements to rnaine$ 945

20,000

4,954

105,342

£317,128

The laying of the extension to Norsemian was
completed during the year, and the total
cost to the 30th June, 1937, was as under'-

State Loan Funds
Commonwealth Funds

£ s.di.
148,487 9 1
20,738 7 0

£169,225 16 1

Work carried out in connection with water
supplies in agricultural areas, drainage and
irrigation involved the following expendi-
ture-

Harvey irrigation and drainage
Mayields drain
Collie irrigation and drainage
Mardella drain
Other drainage works

Country lands tan~ks, etc-

Barbalin No. 1 district water supply,
linking up with goldfields water
Supply

MHinor works, including tanks at Cleary
Rocks (93,202), Lake Margaret
(£1,967), Mt. Collier (£1,448), New-
earlbeon (12,215) .

28,685
4,548

10,267
7,674

15,431

£:66,605

f

42,713

29,115

£71,828

The total cost of linking up the Barbalin
No. 1 water district with the goldields water
supply to the 30th June, 1937, amounted to
£65,033 10s. id- made up as follows:-

Charged to goldflelds water
supply Loan item

Charged to water supplies in
agricultural areas Loan item

£ s. d.

20,851 13 8

44,781 16 5

£E65,633 10 1
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WVater suppliei-eastern add other gold-
fields:

Daveyhurat tank ..

Big Bell water supply
Reedy town water supply
Other smaller works ..

Abuttoirs-mprovenients and addlitions
floods and bridges-continuation of

road programmec .

Public buildings:

New schools and qnarters (including
the new Pert], Girls' school, £1,473)

Hospitals-additions.
Police stations, gaols, courthouses, and

quarters .

Minor works .

£
2,573
2,075
2,025
2,14a

1,911

5,822

£

,904
"999

1 470
,003

',376

I2Z

3

11

178

The total cost of the new Perth Girls' School
to the 30th June, 1937, amounted to L82,065
69. 7d.

Mr. Doney: That is a great deal more
than the estimate, is it not?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: There
are always extras in these contracts, and
they mount up.

Mr. Doney: It is a very expensive school.
How many does it cater for?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
Minister for Education will be able to tell
you that. All that the Public Works De-
partment does is to build the school. The
estimated amount of revenue from all sources
for the year 1936-37 was L341,250. The
actual revenue received amounted to £366,189,
showing a surplus of £24,939 on the esti-
mate for the year. The estimated revenue
for the year 1937-38 and the actual collec-
tions for 1936-37 are as

Public works
Town planning
Goldfields wator
Other bydraulie

jugs .

Supply
undertak-

follows:-
Estimate. Actual.

1937-38, 1936-37.
29,000 21,131

85 63
300,000 286,848

60,000 5:8,147

£389,065 £366,189

This shows an increase for 1937-3S of
£22,876 on the actual amount received last
year. Those are some of the figures dealing
with the works undertaken by the depart-
ment and with the estimates of expenditure
for the current year. The main activity of

the department has been in the expenditure
of loan funds and in carrying out work for
other departments. 'Much of the activity
has been associated with the main roads
scheme, but this does not conme before Par-
liament except in the form of a report,
which has been presented. As regards the
revenue Estimates, I have given the infor-
mation necessary for their consideration.

MR. DONEY (Narrogin) [5.47]: As
might he expected in a year so dry rela-
tively as the one through which we have
just passed, the aspect of the Minister's
activities that hie has stressed most is that
connected with water supplies. I wish to
say a few words with respect to water
problems along the (;reat Southern. I am
not interring that other parts of the State
do Dot equally require mention, but mem-
bers representing the parts that might be
concerned will no doubt have something to
say. In a relatively dry year sutch as we
have just had, country water supplies
would naturally be the
branch of the Minister's
fig1ures given hy him, I
Great Southern portion
hardly be said to have b
a very generous scale,
regard to the absence of
places like Piagelly and

most important
work. From the
noticed that the
of the State can
een dealt with on
especially having
a water supply in
Katanning. Nar-

rogiti is badly eniough off, but by compari-
son with certain towns to the south and
the north, its position is moderately satis-
factory. The only expenditure in the
Great Southern out of the many thousands
mentioned by the Minister is a rather
meagre £915" I admit that that expendi-
ture has been in my own town, and for
that I suppose I should be a little grate-
fal. I am not complaining of the Minis-
ter's control of this side of his work. Quite
the contrary. I think his personal attitude to-
wards the question of country water sup-
plies is at all times helpful and sympa-
thetic. Whether the same can be said of
the attitude of his colleagues is, of course,
an entirely' different question. The worst
feature of the problem in the Great South-
ern is that it is recurrent every year. I
do not know that the Minister is making
any great effort to overcome the difficulty,
particularl y having regzard to the miserably
small expenditure of £945 for the whole of
the Great Southern districts. I can hardly
understand the smallness of that amount.-
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The parts I particularly wish to refer to
are those localities from Brookton south-
wards to Tambellup, including certain per-
tion., of the agricultural areas lying to the
eastw'ard of the Oryeat Southern line. In
Narrogin this year-I am naturally more
concerned about -Narrogin than any other
part-the rainfall has been 30 in. compared
with 20 or 21 in. usually received by this
time of the year. I dare say that a propor-
tionate decrease has operated roughly over
the whole of the country concerned. Dur-
ing recent months there has been a fairly
extensive survey at fairly heavy expendi-
ture in respect of a proposed scheme to
bring- water from the Wellington dam near
Collie, or if not from the Wellington darn,
from some other spot in the hills where
maybe water can be secured at probably a
cheaper cost. In answer to a question by
the member for Katanning (Mfr. Watts) a
day or tw-o ago the Minister said that the
work had not yet proceeded far enough to
allow him to give any definite information.
The answer indicates the terms in which
the question was couched. On that scheme
I wish to ask the Mlinister some more spe-
cific questions, and possibly the Mlinister
might be able to give me a little satisfac-
tion in regard to themi. I would like to
know -what is the cost of the survey to
date, how far is the survey from comple-
tion, and what has the Minister learnt so
far as to the feasibility of the scheme?
The latter question, of conrse, would em-
body the engineering practicability and
also the possible cost of the scheme.

Mr. Cross: You ought to give notice oif
those questions.

Mr. DONEY: I will leave that to the
bon. member. 1 wish to know also whetber
the source from which the water is to be
procured has been determined. I think
that much ought to be known from the
work done so far. I should like to know
what tow-%ns and agricultural areas are
intended to be included in the scheme. I
hope the Minister has made a note of those
questions and will give what answers he
can at a later stage. I am deeply concerned
about the position at Narrogin this year.
I do not wish it to be thought that, in
dealing with a matter of this kind, I ant
parochial. I do not consider I am, because
the information and the data would no
doubt apply to quite a number of other
towns and districts in the State. The 31i-

ister will appreciate that the discrepancy
of 4 in. in the rainfall will he enough to
make all the difference between a suffici-
ency of water and a very serious shortage.
This year we have about 40,000,000 g-al-
lons. To be on the safe side we need
60,000f,000 to 65,000,000 gallons. Mlembers
can therefore judge from a comparison of
the two falls what the position of Narrogin
is. I hope the Minister will be able to tell me
duringy the debate exactly how the hydraulic
engineer intends to treat NArrogin this year.
There will, of course, be restrictions; I quite
understand that. Restrictions are inevitable
in the circumistances, but the M3inister will
appreciate that it is possible to apply such
restrictions helpfully rather than harshly. He
can apply thenm equally and evenly, or he
can apply them unequally and unevenly. It
has been suggested that this year, not only
in Narrogin but in towns similarly situated,
the use of hoses will not be permitted. I
hope that information is not correct. If
there is any such intention, I would like to
suggest, as regards Narrogin at any rate,
that the use of hoses should be permitted on,
say, one day in each week. In places like
Narrogin the Minister might agree to allow
the use of hoses in one-half of the town, say,
on Saturdays, and in the other half on Sun-
days. 'No more water would be used under
that arrangement, which I suggest only to
obviate the very laborious system of earry-
ing water around by means of buckets. I
am not suggesting the limited use every day
of hoses. as, I believe, has been proposed. I
know it would be practically impossible to
police such a regulation. Some time ago the
departmental officials were inclined to dispute
their responsibility in the matter of the
water supply for Narrogin and towns simi-
larly situated. The method of supplying
water to the town was a Government idea
and was carried out by the Government, and
therefore the Government cannot escape re-
sponsibility for seeing that we have a sen-
sible supply. I should like to explain, too,
that ample water falls on the catebment in
Narrogin every year, if only it could be im-
pounded, and that the responsibility natur-
ally devolves upon the engineers of the de-
partment to ensure that an adequate quan-
titv is impounded even] year. I admit that
this is unusually difficult at Narrogin, the
catebiment there being particularly porous,
but that does not cancel the Minister's re-
sponsibility. Some time ago I suggested

1,363
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that a better supply would aoccrue to Narro-
gin if portion of the cat chment area were
bitumenised. It is conceded by the Ministers
department, I think, but at any Tate by the
hydraulic engineers, that a bituinenised sur-
face would shed over most of the catchment
something like ten times as much J'water as
would the untreated surface.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: How much an acre
would it cost?

Mr. DONEY. Plainly, to treat the surface
with bitumen would be very costly indeed.
I may state that treated with bitumen or
with some other similarly impenetrable
substance, the surface of about one-tenth of
the catchnent would, on the figures I have
already' given, double the water supply of
Narrogin, and similarly, of course, if one-
twentieth of the catchment were so treated,
we would have an increase of about 50 per
cent., an increase that would he ample. The
Minister may recall that about three years
ago a quarter of an acre was so treated and
the experiment was satisfactory. I believe,
however, that the cost was so prohibitive
that if it was proportionately applied to the
50 acres, the extension of the work would be
out of the question. The point is, however,
that I am not yet satisfied that quite as
much investigation in respect of treating
the surface with bitumen has been made by
officers of the department. It may be that
if fuller investigation were made, say in the
Eastern States, the United States, or in
some of the South American countries where
climatic conditions are more or less similar
to ours, we might find that eatchment sur-
faces could be hreated at far less cost than
that involved in covering the quarter of an
acre at the Narrogin catchment to which I
have referred. Reverting to the matter of the
£945 expenditure, good work has been done
in clearing the surface catchment of fallen
trees, scrub and so forth. But of course, on
account of the low rainfall experienced last
season, the value of the work carried out
was minimised to a large extent. That is all
I need to say at this juncture in the matter
of country water supplies. With regard to
the scheme that is now being investigated,
when the report is submitted, most or all of
the towns in the Great Southern will be
quite prepared to treat it upon its merits.
I am not, however, particularly hopeful of
the result, as I rather fear that the small
number of p~eolple who would have to carry

the harden will find that task beyond their
financial capacity.

The CHAIRMAN: Before the discussion
proceeds any further, I should like to inform
mnenmbers that the question of country water
supplies can only be debated under the
heading of "Hydraulic Undertakings." I
refrained from pulling up the member for
Williams-Narrogin when discussing wvater
supplies, but I mention it now so that mem-
bers will not fall into the same error. The
subject can be debated under Division 58
which is not yet before the Committee.

MR. CROSS (Canning) [6.5]: 1 desire,
probably for the first time, to express my
appreciation to the 'Minister for having
agreed to construct the new Canning Bridge.
There is no doubt about it that that bridge
will be a considerable improvement and will
be appreciated by all who have occasion to
use it, particularly as its construction will
remove the dangerous bend that exists at
the eastern end of the old bridge. It is pro-
bably more by good luck than anything else
that there have not been a series of acci-
dents in that vicinity. I had intended refer-
ring to water supplies.

The CHAIRMAN: The hion, member will
have an opportunity later on to do so.

Mr. CROSS: There is one matter which
I think comes under this heading and it is
in connection with the Canning Road. The
same thing would apply even on a worse
scale to the Albany Road from Victoria
Park to Cannington. I am going to suggest
to the Minister that he should consider the
advisability of taking steps to widen the
Albany-road commencing from the Welsh-
pool turn-off and on to Nicholson-road, Can-
nington. That road is much too narrow now
for the traffic that passes over it. It is
really a dangerous road and I have been
informed by a number of property owners
along that thoroughfare that if the Gov-
ernment desires to resume a few feet of
land for the p~urpose of widening the road,
they will be only too willing to give it
free of cost. I hope serious consideration
will be given to my suggestion because we
all know that the Albany-road through Vic-
toria Park and Cannington is Mte
main outlet to the South-Western part
of the State. Actually the road is
three or four feet too narrow, and a
number of accidents bare happened because
of that narrowness. Whilst on this subject,
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I should also like the Minister to take up
the question of providing some sort of foot-
way a long this main road, particularly be-
tween the eastern end of Victoria Park and
Cannington. Because of the absence of a
footpath pedestrians are compelled to walk
on the edge of the road and especially at
night time they incur the risk of meeting
with an accident. I am not asking that any-
thing elaborate should he done, but the
Minister might well take up this question
also with the local ',uthority. Along the
Canning-road, running through South Perth,
a footpath is being constructed by the road
board, hut there are still parts of that road
where the conditions are similar to those I
have just described Wtong the Albany-road.
Seeing that I am not at this stage permitted
to discuss water supplies, I shall leave that
subject until later.

MRS. CARDELIrOLIVER (Subiaco)
[6.8] : I desire to draw the Minister's atten-
tion to the need for certain drainage
work-

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member will
be able to deal with that under the heading
of Metropolitan Water Supply and Sewer-
age. The Minister will introduce those Esti-
mates later on.

Mrs. CARDELLa.OLJVER: May I not
refer to the need for laying down water
pipes in the school groundi

The CHAIRMAN: Yes, anything dealing
with school buildings or construction.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: At the Bagot-
road school thq surface drain traverses the
ground that has already been gravelled. The
drain carries all the flood water from the
infants' school and the senior school and the
surface water from the gravel. The drain
was formerly connected with the Rokeby-
road drain. The Town Engineer states that
the~ connecting box drain which is built of
wood was put d]owv .30 years ago. This
drain collapsed several years ago because of
neglect, and since the present headmaster
has~ been at that school, a period of about
18 months, the drain has not functioned. The
headmaster has on several occasions re-
quested that attention be given to the defect
but nothing has been done. A supervisor
from the Public Works Department in-
spected the lay-out and said that repairs
would be put in hand. That was about two
years ago, but up to date nothing has beetn
done. There is no outlet at all for surface
waters. It is really very unpleasant for the
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children in the school, because the water be-
comes stagnant and consequently offensive.
The children have to walk through it in
places and naturally that is very bad for
their health. Furthier, in one part of the
playground the drainage is so defective that
after heavy rains quite a lake of water re-
mains there. To show the extent and depth
of it, some time ago someone placed a boat
on that lake. I hope the M1inister will be
able to give attention to the matter. I
should also like the Minister to give atten-
tion to a request that pipes should be car-
ried into the school grounds to provide water
for the flower garden there. This garden
was made by the children themselves, with
the assistance of course of the Parents and
Citizens Association, and this body would be
prepared to pay for the cost of the pipes if
the department would provide the labour.
Really this was actually set out some time
ago, but nothing has been done and the
flowers in the garden are withering. I should
also like to refer to Jolimont where tbere is
a huge swamp of the existence of which I
have no doubt the MIinister is well aware.
The surroundings are particularly unhealthy
in the summer time and the locality provides
a breeding round for mosquitoes. The
upper part of the swamip is most objection-
able to those who are residing in the vicinity.
The district is peopled mostly by relief
workers and other workers in receipt of a
small wage. Many have children and it can
be imagined that sonme of those children who
are of parents earning small wages, are
under-nourished, and consequently are not
able to resist disease as healthier and
stronger children would be able to do. So it
is imperative that something should be done
in the way of cleaning up this swamp.

The CHAIRMAN: That matter bad bet-
ter be dealt with when the Drainage Esti-
mates are being considered.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: Very well, I
shall refer to it again later on. I would
stress upon the Minister the implortance of
arranging to have the pipes connected with
the school flower garden seeing that the
Parents and Citizens' Association has agreed
to pay the cost of the pipes.

MR. NORTH (Claremont) [6.13]:: I
should like the Minister when lie replies to
inform the House whether anything is likely
to be done with regard to the provision of
new departmental buildings. Of course this
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may be a matter for discussion on the Loan
Estimates, but as there has been such a lot
written in the Press lately about the need for
new Government offices, the House might be
told what steps are being taken to provide
them. Another matter about which I should
like to hear something from the Mfinister is
in respect to Parliament House. Is it the
intention of the Government to take steps in
the near future to complete the building?
The delay in completing the building has
been so long that we find it is almost falling
to pieces. It is now nearly 40 years since it
was first built and those who care to walk
along the verandah-, imagine sometimes that
.tley arc amongst the ruins, of Pompeii.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

[Mr. Sleenten took the Chair.]

Mfr. NORTH: Before the tea adjournment
I was suggesting the niaking of repairs to
this building. I am aware that a few years
ago good work was done in repairing leaks
and so forth, but there is still room for im-
provemniit in the outside verandahs. That
verandah which faces Hlarvest-terrace is not
in a s-atisfactory condition at all. I am not
trying to be critical. I feel that the con-
tinual fault-fiiiding to which one is reduced
when sitting in Opposition becomes monot-
onous.

Mr. Marshall: It is more trying when you
sit over here and cannot find fault though
you want to!

Mr. NORTH: I could well occupy a few
minutes in drawing attention to the wonder-
ful changes that the past 12 years have
brought about in connection with public
works and roads, but it is our duty to try
to show the Government little things they
may have missed in their circumspect inves-
tigation of the condition of public works and
repairs to public buildings. I urge that
these matters should be attended to because,
apart from the fact that half-finished build-
ings here do not compare to the buildings
erected by the Federal Government-for ex-
cellent reasons known to 'Ministers and to
the House, reasons which I trust will lead
to the appointment of an Interstate Com-
mission to improve the finanicial relations
between the Commonwealth and the States
-there is the business aspect to be consid-
ered. A. comparison of this building with
the large edifices on St. George's-terrace
gives no ground for satisfaction. Any busi-

ness man or professional man likes to see his
affairs conducted in such a manner as makes
a good impression. Surely we here, govern-
ing this State, should have more thought of
our main building than to leave it as it is.
If at present the Government cannot have
the building completed, they might at least
divert some of the skilled workers now on
sustenance to putting Parliament House inf
a decent state of repair, with the object of
eventually completing the main plan. South
Australia is completing its House of
Parliament, and the Federal Parlia-
meat has a good building at Can-
berra. We would add to the general re-
spect for this institution if its housing
were completed. The (lay is coming, when
we shall have to take steps to influence
public opinion in favour of our parlia-
mentary institution. As compared with the
situation of 12 or 15 years ago, there is now
a general lack of interest in public affairs;
and this may be due p~artly to the continual
propaganda against Parliament. But the
public see this dear old building with bits of
iron sticking, out of the bricks and looking
like gaping teeth. That creates a poor im-
pression. The outside public, unlike Mini-
i.,ters, believe that this place is rolling in
money, that one has only to make a few re-
marks in this Chamber and whatever is
wanted is done, that there are tens of thou-
sands of sovereigns on the Table of the
House. It is painful to compare this build-
ing as. it is in 19l37 with edifices in St.
George's Terrace-mostly insurance or finan-
cial offices, I admnit; but still the whole im-
pre."ion is had. If it could be urged that the
improvement of Parliament House and its
completion would take bread out of sonmc
man's niouth, or milk out of some child's
mouth, I would not offer the suggestion. But
it is not so. Under the economnic. system, it
is argued, work produce., the very things
the people lack. The time has arrived
whenl we should consider whether the
mnainlenance andi completion of this
Chamber is not of more importance than
a few miles of road in sonic outback place.
For a few years we should have a lessor
mileage of road construction, therehy being
enabled to divert from that work skilled men
who would like to be back in their old trades
again. So we could do a good job for the
State. I am not bringing this matter for-
ward to delay Government business for a
little while, or merely for the sake of bring-
ing it forward. The condition of this 'build-
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lug was brought forcibly to my notice in this
way. Recently I had the honour to entertain
a few ladies from Claremont to afternoon
tea, and I showed them over this very build-
ing which houses the Parliament of Western
Australia. The party consisted of the teacher
of a large school and a few of her pupils. In
order to obey the rules it wans necessary for
me to conduct the ladies over the stone
verandah into the dining room, and they
nearly fell over where the tiles have erupted
and disclosed loose sand. During the cup of
tea which followed I had recourse to showing
them the photographs of hon. members dis-
played around the diningo room, thinking
these would evoke admiration. However, the
only comment was, "Have their fingerprints
been taken?" That I thought vecry harsh;
but undoubtedly the visitors were shocked to
see that w'hat should be the chief building in
the cap~ital city was iii such a deplorable con-
dition. Leaving thnt subject, I wish to make
a few remarks on town planning, which also
comes under this Vote. I should like the
iMinister to state how it comes about that the
Town Planning Commissioner gets into such
hot water and into so many quarrels with
local authorities. Is it that the town plan-
ning scheme is on wrong lines, or that the
Commissioner's ideas are ahead of the times?
Wherever he goes he seems to get into quar-
rels and bolts, and people disagree with his
sugg~estions. Should we amend the powers
or change the policy of that officer! At Fre-
mantle the other day there was an attempt
to put a new street through, but the scheme
was strongly opposed by the officer, who
probably knows what he is doing. still,
there must be some reason why on so many
occasions the local authorities are hostile to
the views he expresses and to the desires he
wishes to attain. Perhaps the Minister will
give us sonme enlightenment on that subject.

Mr. Cross: You may expect some local
authorities to get excite~d when they are told
to do something decent!

.1r. NORTH: I am speaking for two
model suburbs, from which there are not
many, complaints.

Mr. Cross: Rat they can make their
mistakes, too.

Mfr. NORTH: The local authorities and
the Town Planninig Commissioner seem to
be at cross-purposes so very often. I am
yearning for the day when I can go about
and praise the wonderful improvements
made throughout the State generally. I

realise that it is marvellous to see the
improvement in buildings in the city area,
and we should see to it that we ourselves
effect improvements that are so essential.

MR. MARSHALL (Alurchison) [7.41]:
In the few remarks I wish to make on this
Vote, I shall not indicate a desire for much
increased expenditure, but rather wilt I
lodge an appeal on behalf of the more re-
mote centres of the State for a larger
share in connection with public expendi-
tire on works and buildings generally.
During the last few years I have noticed
that most of the public buildings in and
around the metropolitan area have received
close attention from the standpoint of
general repairs, painting, aud so on.
Great activity has been displayed along
those lines, but I am sorry to say that
outside the mietropolitan-suburban area,
public buildings and works are neglected
almost to the stage of collapse before any
effort is made to place them in even a
semblance of repair.

The Minister for Railways: You have
not been to Coolgardie lately?

Air. MARSHALL: No, but Coolgardie is
more or less on the same plane as the city.

Ron. C. Gr. Lathamn: Did you not see
Coolgardie when you accepted an invita-
tion recently to go to Kalgoorlie?

Mr. MARSHALL: Yes, but merely when
passing through.

Mir. Lambert: And Coolgardie is rate-
f ii] for that!

Mir. MTARSHALL: Like the mnetropoli-
tan area, those centres that have the ad-
vantage of Ministerial representation can
secure attention, but by far the greater
number of outer districts have not that
advantage. T should say that a good Min-
ister or a good administrator would see
to it that there was no preferential treat-
inent accorded any particular centre with
regard to public works and buildings.
Rather would he see that each claim for
expenditure was dealt with on its merits.
He would not lend himself to a course of
,action that would imply that he was in-
flneneed by the numerical strength of eec-
torates. Taking the buildings as a whole
in the Murchison district, they are in the
mnamn in a state of disrepair and certainly
require brightening up. For a long time I
have endeavoured to secure the erection of
a decent fence around Government pro-
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perty at Wiluna. The members of the
road board there go out of their way to
make every individual citizen conform to
the bylaws and regulations with regard to
buildings and fencing. Even the poor old
worker who is hard-pressed to raise suffi-
cient money with which to keep his
home intact has to p)rovide a fence
around his property and, in fact, has
to cross every "t" and dot every "i"
at the dictation of the board, and does not
growl about it. Notwithstanding that, in
the heart of the township and in the midst
of np-to-date buildings, shops and so forth,
we have the deplorable spectacle of an old
fence that has stood for 30-odd years. con-
structed of bush timber and 1/4in. gauge
round iron instead of fencing wire-and the
road board can do nothing about it. Time
and again I have asked the Minister to spend
a few pounds upon the erection of a decent
fence to bring the Government property into
harnony with the rest of the township, which
is rapidly becoming one of the finest inland
towns in the State. The Government is at
fault in this instance, as the road board has
no authority, and so things must remain as
they are. It is a positive disgrace to the
towvn. Important buildings like the police
court, the registrar's office and the post office
present a deplorable spectacle of absolute
neglect. That condition applies, practically
s-eaking, to almost all the townships in the
Murchison electorate. Absolute carelessness
and neglect is apparent in connection with
every public building. Then, again, I have
to complain about the type of building that
is being erected in outer centres by the
E~ducation Department. I do not refer to
Kalgoorlie or Coolgardie but, for instance,
I take positive exception to the type of
building erected in Wiluna.

Mr. Styants: But Wiluna will be extinct
in 10 years' time!

Mr. MARSHALL: Now we hare another
member giving us his ideas.

Mr. Thorn: He is a pessimistic sort of
individual.

Mr. MARSHALL: I heard that sort of
prophecy about Kalgoorlie 20 years ago, and
yet the member for Kalgoorlie (Mr. Sty-
ants) has slipped into Parliament on the
strength of the population still there. His
remark just shows the type of vision and
foresight he possesses. To get back to the
complaint I was making against the Educa-
tion Department and the type of school

building that is being erected, I understand
that they are running up what is described
as the "standard type." It is most unattrac-
tive. It might be improved if polished jar-
rah were used, but the timber is put up in
the rough and is as ugly and objectionable
to look at as one could possibly conceive.
There is no semblance of architectural beauty
about the type of building, and, as I have
often said before, it reminds me of the
opium dens. They are squibby-looking un-
attractive buildings, whereas we should look
to the Government to set an example in this
respect.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Where did you get
your experience of opium dens? Surely
not here?

Mr. MARSHALL: Unlike the hon. meni-
ber, I have travelled a little and have had
experience in Asia and other parts of the
world.

Hon. C. G. Latham: You keep away from
those places.

IMr. MARSHALL: I have seen quite a
number of them. The school buildings I
refer to are most unattractive, although they
may be serviceable and up to date regard-
ing the accommodation provided for the
children. I particularly take exception to
the type of building, the rough way in which
the schools are thrown together and their
unsightly appearance generally. The fitting-s,

fniture and appointments are in a de-
plorable condition, hut I understand that
applies to most of the schools, particularly
those in the more remote parts of the State.

MR. SAMPSON (Swan) [7.50]: 1 desire
to say a few wvords about the Main Roads
Department A splendid change has been
taking place in connection with the construc-
tion of roads throughout Western Australia,
including the main road running to the Mur-
chison. That must be gratifying to all con-
cerned. One disability, however, which is
experienced in the outer suburban and coun-
try town areas is that while the roads are
excellently made, as a rule there is no foot-
path, and that constitutes a real danger.
In most of these places the lighting is poor
and the absence of footpaths makes for con-
siderable danger. In the construction of
roads, I should like to see provision made
for the cost of a footpath, perhaps even
only a narrow footpath, which would do,
much to minimise the danger to pedestrian
traffic.
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'Mr. Cross: I drew attention to that be-
fore tea.

M 3r. SAMPSON: Even that does not
prove it is wrong.

The Minister for Mines: It is the job of
the local authorities to make footpaths.

Mr. SAM_%PSONX: It might be possible to
secure collaboration.

The Minister for Mines: If you shake up
the Gosnells or the Darling Range Road
Boards, you will get footpaths.

Mr. SAMPSON: We hope to have a road
up there one of these days, but I am not
discussing anything so near hiomec at the
moment. At present people arc forced to
walk on the roads to which I have referred.
It is impossible to walk on the side because
it is rough and often there is an open drain,
so that the work I have ,.uggested might well
be done. Bitumen roads, of course, are very
good and] an imniensurable improvement on
what we have had in the past. Some day we
wvill have concrete roads-, but that is SO far
in the future that there is probably' no jus-
tifleation for mny referring to it. But the
bitumen black-surfaced road is very diff-
cult to drive on if it is ruining and particu-
larly so at night. However, we have not
reached the stage where we van enjoy con-
crete roads where motor lights would he re-
flected. That time will come, but it will he
a long time hence. In the bigger centres of
the world, particularly across Canada and
the United States,' -oncrete roads are being
constructed and the laituinenised roads arc
regarded as out of date. However, we have
much to be thankful for. The Main Roads
Department is doing splendid work and
throughout Australia there has been a revo-
lution in road construction.

HOW. 0. G. LATHAM (York) [7.54]: 1
aim. not going to complain to any great
extent about the lbelated repairs to public
buildings because 1 know that the Govern-
ment can do only that for which money can
be found. Nevertheless, some of the pub-
lie buildings should have more attention.
The member for Claremont drew attention
to the condition of this House. A good
deal of money was spent on it, lint it needs
more attention. Anyone who was here in
the winter months would have seen the
floors covered with water. The water came
in as though the roof were a sieve. The
building is too valuable for us to allow it
to get into such a condition. If something

is not done to the roof pretty soon, the
depreciation will be beyond remedy.

Mr. Marshall: You say that water camne
into the building through the roof?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Yes.
Mr. 'Marshall: That is nothing; I have

seen stones conic into the building through
the window.

lion. (C. G. LATHAM: The place was in
a shocking condition in the winter. Money
has been spent on the building, but it
has been merely a question of patching it
lip. I am reminded of the man who visited
an Irishnian and said to him, ''Paddy why
do you not get your roof put in order?"
To -which the Irishman replied, "'It is too
wvet now and there is no need for it in the
fine weather.'' That seems to be applic-
able to this building, but there should be
something done. The front -verandah is a
disgrace. When I was at Geraldton
recently the Mayor asked ine to accompany
himi to look, at some of their public works.
He said that the Country Party memnhers
were always complaining about work not
being done for them and the Government
supporters getting work done in their dis-
tricts. I hope the Minister for Works will
visit the school to which the Mayor took
me and see the condition it is in. The fence
has been pulled down. There are about
10 chains of fencing required. Surelt
our schools should set ain example to the
young people. It is there that they should
start to learn to he tidy, hnt it is impos-
sible to be tidy at that school. I know
that the Premier cannot be expected to
chase after these things because he is an
extremely busy man, hot something should
he done. I was al"so howva the school at
Bluff Point. If the Minister will get
hold of the file, he will realise what a dis-
grace those buildings are.

The Minister for Works: Both are re-
ceiving attention.

Hon. C. 0. LATHAM: Well, sormething
should be done. It will cost twice as much
to repair themn next year. I know there
is a limit to the amount of work the Gov-
ernment can do.

Mr. Cross: There is a lot of competi-
tion.

Hon. C. G. LATHAMN: We were told that
all we had to do was to change the Govern-
mient and everything would be all right,
but things are going on just the same. A
lot of schools in the Canning electorate
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Win wait for a long while for improve-
ments.

Mr. Cross: Oh no, I want a lot of work
done.

Hon. C. 0. LATHAM: They are so
wealthy there that they can afford to build
schools for the Government and provide
money free of interest.
IThe Minister for Railways: They cars

atfford to ride in motor cars there.
Hon. C. 0. LATHAM l: Yea, they will not

even use the tramns, and now they want
trolley buses;, another luxury!

Mr. Marshall: And a bridge across the
Narrows.

Hon. C. G . LATHAMI: As iuuch as pos-
sible should be spent in repairing- those
buildings which demand uirgent attention.

MR. LAMBERT (Yilgarn-Coolgardic)
[7.591 : 1 have little to say in connection
with this vote, but I want to draw attention
to the fact that in the city there is one thingy
which remains, while the other grows. This
is becoming a city of arcades and a city of
hovels. While the arcades are growing, the
hovels are- remaining. Attention to this
mtatter is part of our responsibility. We
have that hovel at the end of St. Gcorge's-
terrace which is called the Barracks. It is a
monument of prehistoric days and it is an
absolute hovel. To-day it is impossihle to
conduct business in hovels of that descrip-
tion. It is not suitable for the work being
performed in it, nor is it suitable for the
people that are there, the Under Secretary,
and the sub-secretary, and the deputy' secre-
tary, all with their typists closeted in 12 x 121
rooms. Sonietimes it is possible to find them,
but at other times it is impossible. The time
has long gone by when that place should be
rooted out, lock, stock and barrel. It is a
disgrace to the city's. architecture. It can
nrever lend itself to efficiency with the count-
less number of rabbit-warrenis in it.

The Minister for Railways: It was the
best decorated building in the city at Corona-
tion time.

Mr. LAMBERT: I ani not concerned
about the Coronation decorations, but I am
definitely concerned nbout the countless years
that these old Barracks stabled the high; ofi-
cials of the Colony. Even to-day thle
wretched old place is utilised for some of
the really important busiines s of the State.
if the Government would but tear down the
whole ruin and erect an up-to-dote building
onl hygienic businesslike lines, more money

would be saved in administration than would
be required for interest onl the capital cost
of the new butilding.

MrIt. Need ham: Would you destroy that
historic landinark?

Mr. LAMBERT: The only historic lanld-
mark in this country that I wouild not destroy
is the li. memlber hims~elf. 1 deplore the
incessant chatter I bare heard year in and
year out, and the pious promises of Ministers
that I have heard, Ministers possessing little
or no visionl, who allow a building of that
sort to remnain as it has remained ever since
this Stare was a Colony. It is a place with
a typist at work in onie roomi, with somebody
serving tea in another roomn, and with an
Vnder Secretary sitting in his own room
waitingr to he served with morning tea; but
we shall never have elliciency in, the Public
S~ervice until we have a building calpable of
accommodating our Public Service. Parlia-
nient itself should direct the Government to
lpull down that loathsone buildiing housing the
Public Works D~epartnment, and tell them to
build another structure more in keeping with
modern ideas and with thle conduct of
business iii this country.

The 'Minister for Mlines: Two or three
other Government offics should come down
long before that oae.

Mr. LAMIBERT: I have not finished yet.
Please do not think my criticism is going to
be merely a sort of benevolent reference to
thre old military fort. I hope that by the
very force of Parliament itself we shall be
able to get a- Minister with sufficient vision
to see that the time has long gone by when
this obsolete, unthinkable structure should
be torn down and a building erected in its
place more in keeping with pmresent-day
rc'quirenients.

_1r. Cro S : Minister.s ha~ve thle Vision, hut
not thle mone.

Mr. LAM-NBERT: T have-( heard that a hun-
dred times. and it usuially comles from a man
who takes No. 12 in boors and No. 1 in hats.
That sort of thing n ever gets uts anywhere.
W~hat makes a (ountr- great is thle joint
effort of the pioneers who went out to al-
most inipa ,ahle portions, of the State,
pioneering when n1i11n1 of us were takiner
milk anid other imiredients of a soft diet.

Honi. P. D. Ferguson: Those pioneers
would turn in their graves if they' knew it
wvas proposed to demolish that building.

Mr. LAMBERT: Well, let us have it
pulled down so that the lion, member shall
not turn in his rave. Thle central building
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that houses the Minister for M$ines and his
staff and one or two other departments is
another that should have been demolished
long ago. It is unsuitable, out of date, un-
worthy of the 30-year agreement with the
Commonwealth Government, and an absolute
disgrace as a public building. 1 visualise
the time when, if the Government would
tear down that building and make a shop-
ping block of it of) the ground floor, erecting
accommodation for the whole of our ad-
ministrative offices in five or six upper
storeys, the ground floor would pay the in-
terest upon the outlay. Yet there it stands,
year in and year out, for public officers
working each in his own little 12 x 12 dug-
out, anid we cannot get the Government, or
a 'Minister, or even Parliament to express
the opinion that these hovels of bygone lays
should be torn downi.

Mr. Needham: You are in a tearing mood
to-nighlt.

'Mr. LAMBERT: Under the soothing in3-
spiration of the member for Forest (M1iss
Holman) I should like to add my tribute to
the necessity for making improvements and
additions to Parliament House. The only
additions made since I have been her
and I had virtuallyv to live in one of them
for three years as secretary to the then
Leader of the Opposition-is a small skil-
lion that accommodates Ministers and the
Leader of the Opposition. In winter iii
that building, probably on account of the
material used and its structural disadvan-
tages, the temperature falls below zero, while
in summer it rises to boiling point.
That is the idea of the Works Depart-
ient when making additions to this build-
ing. We would niever miss £10,000 or
£20,000 a year to provide proper ac-
commodation. We have lady members
supplied with mniserable accommodation in
a ramshackle building at the rear of the
House consisting of galvanised iron and
papier-iaeh6. As to accommodation where
members might entertain or interview con-
stituents and other visitors, there is none
at all. If a constituent calls to interview
a member he has to sit-

Mr. Marshall: On the lawn.
Mr. LAMBERT: Yes, or on a stool out-

side the Chamber. There is no other
accommodation. If Ministers are not pre-
pared to take the initiative, Parliament
.should give a clear direction for the pro-
vision of money that reasonable accommno-

dation might be made available to enable
members to carry out their public duties
under proper conditions. In conclusion,
I express regret at the termination of the
long and honourable career of Air. Munt
as nder Secretary for Works.

MR. McILARTY (Mfurray-Wellington)
[8.12]: 1 wish to refer particularly to the
condition of school grounds in my district.

'Mr. -Marshall: You are well provided
dlown your way.

Mr-. AMeLARTY: It appears to be hope-
]ess to go to the Education Department to
get money for the purpose. My district
has a heavy rainfall, and some of the
school grounds in winter are nothing less
than swamps. A photograph was recently
published in the "Western Mail'' showing
a child standing in the Hanvey school
ground in water almost up to his knees.
Other schoolgrounds are in munch the same
state. The people have been asking for a
long time that money be provided to en-
able improvements to be effected, but noth-
ing has been done. Apparently the mattei!
rests with the Public Works Department.
Officials are sent to the district to make
reports and promises are made, but we get
no further. The Government would be
justified in spending money to improve
those grounds before indulging in expendi-
ture in many other directions. Regarding
the suggestion that money should be made
available for improving the accommodation
at Parliament House, the House Commit-
tee-I am a member of it-has suggested
to the Premier that improvements shoulfi
be made. Probably the reason why Par-
linnient House has not been completed is
that a certain amount of criticism might
be levelled against putting such work in
hand. The building has been standing for

33or 34 years, and members will agree
that the present accommodation is inade-
q1uate. If a visitor comes to see a member,
nrticularly when the House is sitting, it

is difficult to find any privacy. The State
Brickworks are making more bricks than
are being sold, and it is surely bad busi-
ness to allow that utility to work only half-
time or possibly to close down. rf the
State has the bricks to spare--as it has-
surely it would be a good proposition to
complete some of the buildings so urgently
needed. I hope that in the near future a
start will be made to complete Parliament
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House. The whole of the work need not
be done in one year, but a sum of money
could be provided each year until the
building was completed. I hope that my
remarks regarding school grounds will not
fall on deaf ears. The material is handy,
and to improve those grounds would not
be a costly job. When children get wet-
footed in the morning and have to remain
in the classrooms with wet feet all day,
oniy to get wet again when they go out,
the parents have just cause for complaint.

MR. HEGNEY (M1iddle Swan) [8.17]:
I regret that no item sJpiers on the Esti-
mates for the Main Roads D epartmient This
is a large department under the jurisdiction
of the Minister for \Vorks. Recently a re-
port was tabled indicating an expenditure
for the year of nearly £750,000. Since I
have been a member, Parliament has not had
an opportunity to know what the depart-
ment proposed to do in the current year. A
report is submitted on what hans been done,
but members are not given an opportunity to
discuss the programme or to indicate where
works should be carried out. When Mr.
Lindsay was Minister for Works, Mr. 3Me-
Callunm was keen that an item should be
placed on the works estimates so that memi-
bers might be able to discuss the actions and
activities of the Main Roads Board. 'More
money is spent on roads than on public
works and buildings. I suggest that when
the Estimates are being prepared next year
an item should be included to enable mem,-
bers fully to discuss thep activities and policy
of the board. This large and growing depart-
ment will next year receive an additional
£12,0,000 from the Conuanon wealth and will
bie spending nearly £700,000, and member,,
should at least have an opportunity to ex-
press an opinion on the matter. The Minis-
ter should submit plans of the proposals for
the year so that bvernbers might review them
and offer suggestions.

Mr. Cross: Remarkably good work is be-
ing (lone by the board.

Mr. MGNEY: T ant not questioning the
work it is doing. I admit it is doing good
work in my electorate as well as in that of
the member for Canning and other parts of
the State. The -Minister should give consid-
eration. to this inatter of placing an item on
the Estimates so that members may discuss
it. There is one building which should be re-
conditioned and brought up to date. I refer

to the office of the Traffic flepartnment,
through which a great deal of revenue comes
into the Treasury. Anyone who has to visit
the traffic office at the time when licenses
are renewed or taken out will know the con-
gestion that exists there. I was one of a
queue waiting to renew- myl car license
recently, and noticed not only the condition
of the' building itself but the scarcity of the
necessary equipment to deal with the public.
There is one- table at which people have to
sign their mnmes, etc., and one pen. No ade-
qtzate facilities are provided for the many
customers wvho have to pass through that
office. It would not retiuire much money to
recondition the building and bring it up to
date, so that the officers there could handle
better the large volume of business that
conies before thein. There is room for con-
siderable improvement in the organisation
with resp~ect b)oth to the building and the
convenience; inside it. T also wish to refer
to the Bayswater school ground, which is
wholly inadequate in area for the number
of chiildren attending that school. A pro-
posal to cope with the situation has been
before the aebitectural division of the Public
Works Department, namely, for demolishing
the hill and filling in sonme of the land on the
other side, land required by the Education
Deparctment either for recreation purposes
or an infants' school site, All the Ministers
for Education with whom I have come in
contact since the member for Nedlands filled
that office, such as the present Premier, the
present Minister for Works, and now the
Minister for Agriculture and Education, as
well as the Town Planning Commissioner
and the Director of Education, have visited
the school and seen the necessity for some-
thing being done there. The Chief Archi-
tect, 'Mr. Clare, has submitted a report. The
present Minister for Education has eertaiulv
made available a stun of money, but it is
inadeq nate for the purpose. Evidently re-
fianee has been placed upon the local antho-
ritv to do soniethinar. Unfortunately for the
children the local authority is in an ilnpecum-
Otis position. It was% recently' dissolved and
ii now helms reconstituted. No0 revenue can
hie derived from that source for the improve-
ment of the school grounds. There are now
500 children in attendance there. The
ground is on a hill. NYo foresighit was used
when the grounds were laid out, and it is
high time some imnprovemient wits effected.
Money' is being made available for road
boards in the country for the construction
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of roads and bridges, etc. Here is a public
untility of the first importance. The Gov-
ernment could not spend money better than
in providingr the labour and material for the
improvement of these school gronds. I
hope I shall not have to refer to this matter
again. I am becoming weary of asking
M1inisters. to look at the grounds, and of
bringing the matter before the officials, It
is very difficult to get anything done.
Although I agree that the comipletion of
Parliament -House is of importance, and
should he done if revenue is available, I con-
tend there are many other matters of greater
importance that should be attendled to first.
Some members may be, concerned about
meeting their friends on the lawn, but they
can meet them elsewhere. M1any other
things require to be done with the money
that is available, and until they are attended
to there is no need to think about completing
this building.

MR. SEWARD (Pingelly) [8.25]: I had
intended, after hearing the remarks of the
Minister, to ask for further information re-
garding water supplies. In view of your
ruling, 'Mr. Chairman, my remarks under
that heading must come at a later stage. I
support the remarks% of previons speakers
concerning the type of building erected for
many of our schools. The department has
a type of structure that is apparently erected
in any part of the State regardless of the
weather conditions. In a State like this the
climate varies considerably in different
parts. What may be quite suitable as a
building in one part of the State is un-
suitable in another. Only recently I made
application for the erection of a shelter shed
at a school in the southern portion of the
State. A very correct reply was given that
whilst money was required for school build-
ings, none was, available for shelter sheds.
I then asked that a verandah should be at-
tached to the existing building. The reply
given was that that particular type of
school did not carry a verandah. That may
be all right in Geraldton and other dIry
areas. It is not all right in the Great Sou-

thern and the South-West where the condi-
tions are wet. At the centre, of which
I am speaking the conditionsc during-
winter are g-enerally abnormally wet.
The unfortunate children have to huddle
together in ane 9l lender shelter as the
building affords,. and subsequently carry

mud and dirt into the school building.
Very of ten they get very wet before going
into school. This is very hard upon both
the children and the teachers. The cl-
dren certainly have wet feet all day long.
The department might allow a little latitude
in providing a type of building more suit-
able to the particular conditions appertain-
igo to the district concerned. It is very
pitiful to see youngsters getting wet in this
way. They have only a small place in which
to hang their coats, and there they have to
huddle together in the wet weather. Mem-
bers have commented upon the departmental
offices in the city. The time is long, past
for taking this matter in hand. It must be
a great inconvenience to Ministers to have
the offices scattered about the city. It also
means that members have to traverse most
of the city when going from one department
to another. This matter should have been
taken in hand long since, and a central block
of buildings erected. I do not agree with
the position for such buildings as has been
mentioned in the Press-whether authorita.-
tively or not-in the vicinity of Government
House. It is quite practicable to erect them
where the Public Works Department is; now
housed. By excavating there, it would ho
possible to erect well-lighted buildings, with
a flat roof, and all the Government depart-
ments, 'with the exception of the laboratory
of the Agricultural Department, could be
accommodated there. It has been mentioned
here to-night that there is objection on sen-
timental rounds to the removal of the
buildings now on that site.

The Minister for Agriculture: I would
give the office of my department to the
Historical Society at any time!

Mr. SEWARD: I would like to see the
Minister housed in a suitable building. flat
applies also to other departments. I agree
with the member for Yilgarn-Coolgardie
(Mrx. Lambert) in his comments upon the
waste of time of employees that occurs in
the Public Works Department. I f requently
go there, and I consider that with up-to-date
buildings a reduction of between 10 and 15
per cent. could be made in the staff. No
matter when one goes there, one sees clerks
meandering about with papers from one
room to another. The place is inconvenient,
never having been intended for its present
purpose. If that position is not available,
I am perfectly certain that by the sale of
allotments held by the various departments
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ift the city sufficient money could be obtained
for the erection of up-to-date acconmmoda-
tion for Ministers and their departments.
That would he a great convenience to Mlinis-
ters themselves, for with conveniently situ-
ated offices they could be attending to their
departmental duties when their presence was

*not required in this Chamber. Those are
the only matters I wish to mention now. On
the water question I shall ask for informa-
tion later.

MR. STYANTS (Kalgoorlie) [8.33]: 1
desire to refer to two matters COrning under
the jurisdiction of the Minister for Work~t.
Let tue disabuse the mind of the member for
Murchison (Mr. Mfarshall) as to everything
being satisfactory in connection with school
buildings and fences in the Kalgoorlie dis-
trict. Two or three months ago a highly dis-
tinguished gentleman passed throug-h fronm
the Eastern States, on his way to attend the
Educational Conference held in Perth about
that time. After being shown over the
Golden Mfile and inspecting the surroundings
of K~algoorlie and Boulder, he was asked his
opinion, and hie said that he had seen the
richest mile of counutry in the world and tbe
poorest schools he had ever encountered in
his life. While criticising the condition of
some school buildings, however, I wish to
extend to the Minister the appreciation of
the pupils and staff, and of the parents of
pupils, for the renovations made during the
last 18 months at the Goldfields High School.
On reference to the file I found that at that
time practically no renovations at any time
had taken place at the Kalgoorlie High
School for 21 years. The department has
now put the building in reasonably good
order. It has been renovated both inside and
outside. The original picket fence surround-
ing the school was being practically blown
away by high winds. I wish to express
approval of the fencing material now being
used for goldfields schools, which is touch
more suitable than the old jarrak type that
was subject to the ravages of white ants and
dry rot in that climate. The fence now put
up on the Boulder Block side of the Kai-
goorlie High School consists of cyclone wire
and of posts of reinforced concrete, repre-
senting a lifetime job. The fencing around
the Kalgoorlie Central School, which is the
main State school on the goldfields, was put
up when the school was originally built. I
understand from the Public Works Depart-
ment that tenders are being called for the

erect ion oE a new fence. 'We shall be highly
lpleased to have a new fence, because the
present one is a disgrace and an eyesore. A
matter which I brought up under these Esti-
mates last session was the providing of a
reasonably cool supply of drinking water for
the infants of the Kalgoorlie school. Only
18 months ago it was a difficult matter to
obtain even water-bags for the K.algoorlie
school. However, on representations being
made to the Education Department we were
able to secure large hanging water-bags for
the senior pupils. These begs are not suit-
able for the use of infants. The drinking
water provided at the school gets so hot
during the Sumltmer months that one has the
spectacle of children going along with mnugs
aiid pieces of clean linen, and when the water
has been got out of the taps putting the wet
linenL over it and allowing it to cool off so
that they many be able to drink it. That is a
most undesirable state of affairs. The adult
population adopts a much more effi-
cienut method of keeping drinks cool
than that available to the children. I
brought the matter up last year. Those who
know the goldfields climate realise that in
summer the heat of the sun raises the tem-
perature of the earth to such a degree that
in the middle of the day the water is almost
too hot to wash one's hands in, let alone
d rin k, Yet the school is carried on with
practically nio provision whatever for the
children in respect of drinking water. There
tire drinking fountains, if one can alpply
such a designation to them; hut the colour
of the slush coming through with the water
on some occsions renders it unsuitable for
drinking by juveniles. I hope something
will lie done to improve conditions in this
respect at the Central Kalgoorlie school.
The old K~algoorlie school has a crude method
for cooling drinking water, but at least it
compares favourably wvith the muethod obtain-
ing at the central school. At the North Kel-
goorlie school there is at tank into which the
water is run, and there it has the shelter of
a corrugated iron canopy. Thus it is a little
cooler than water coining- through the pipes,
which has to be uwed b y the children at the
Kalgoorlie central school. There is one
more matter I desire to touch on, and that is
the condition of the road. The road is not
that portion of the main road which is within
coy electorate, but the electors of my district
have to use the road in coming from South-
ern Cron,. Serious COnLplaiuts are made as
to the condition of that road. I had an
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experience of it la-I winter, and found
45 miles of it in a deplorable state. I have
been informed by the Mlain Roads Hoard
that some thousands of pounds are to be
spent on the road, bitt every time I go to
Kalgoorlie I bear most adverse reports on
the condition of the section between Wool-
gangie and Coolgardie.

Hon. C. G. Latham: You have a very
good railway up there.

Mr. STYANTS: Yes, but it is not fast
enough. That is the trouble. It takes longer
now to get to Kalgoorlie than it took 25
years ago.

Hon. C. G. Lathamn: Change the Minister!
Mr. STYKNTS: We want to change the

method rather than the Minister. I hope
that the points I have raised will receive
consideration, particularly the supplying of
cool drinking water for infants at the Kal-
goorlie Central School.

M&. HILL (Albany) [8.40J: It was
rather noticeable that when the Minister was
referring to port expenditure, once more the
name of Albany was conspicuous by its
absence.

Mr. Cross: You have had a lot of work
done there, and you have the best roads in
the State in your district.

Mr. HILL: It is about time tile Govern-
ment realised there is a Place called Albany
in Western Australia, and, further than that,
it would be well to take advantage of wvhat
Nature has provided rather than spend
public money in the construction of har-
bours in unsuitable localities. Capital ex-
penditure is the main item that affects port
costs, and in this State the amount we have
spent on our ports is out of all proportion
to what it should be. In South Africa the
Government spent £151,000,000 on the rail-
ways and £17,000,00 on the ports.
In Western Australia we have spent
£:25,000,000 on our railways, and £06,750,000
on our ports. In South Africa the ratio is
nine to one, but in this State it has been
four to one. Fremantle, because of the big

-pital expenditure on the port, is the dear-
'A in Australia. and I wtill give some figures
sin support of that statement. If the revenue
collected from each port were made a direct
charge on cargo, the average charge at the
capital ports for 1936 would have been-

iMelbourae-2s. 6d. per ton.
Sydlney-2s. 8d. per ton.
Adelaide-3s. U(. per ton.
Premantle-Ss. per ton.

In South Australia for the financial year
1935-36 a profit was made of £142,000 at
their ports, and there was a decrease in loan
liabilities amounting to £37,000. In West-
ern Australia, we increased our loan lia.
bility by £332,009, and made a loss of
£17,000. In -Melbourne, the total loan ex-
penditure was just on £9,000,000, and so
much has been paid off that the loan liabil-
ity is now £4,377,000. In this State, the total
loan expenditure on the port of Fremntle
tip to 1936 was £3,287,000, and the loan
liability at that date was £3,412,000.
The expenditure on ports in this State since
1924 and the net earnings for the financial
year 1936-37 were as follows:-

Net
Expenditure. earnings.

Z£
Fremantle .. 1,182,257 225,757
Geraldton .. 847,531 1,289
Bunbury .. 263,748 896
Albany .. 1,259 1,798
Esperane . 76,409 68

Thus Albany last year returned to the
Treasury £540 more -than has been spent
on the port since 1924. I have applied to
the Minister to carry out some work for
the superphosphate establishment on the
waterfront, but I ant sorry to say that he
adopted the attitude that the Government
could not do something for Albany that
could not be done for any other port. In
Western Australia we are paying 2s. 6d. a
ton more on account of super than we
shouldI because none of our works is situa-
ted on a waterfront. Albany is the only
port in the State where that would be pos-
sible. I hope the Minister will reconsider
his decision and carry out the work I have
suggested. At present, £13,000 of the vote
for Albany remains unexpended. In view
of what has been done in Melbourne, T
think the work could be carried out at a
cost of about £_50,000. Had the farmers of
the Great Southern district been able to
draw their super supplies from Albany last
year, the railways would have been saved
a loss of £20,000 on the haulage of that
manure. There would have been a further
saving of £4,000 on account of railage and
an additional £9,000 if the superphosphate
works were advantageously established on
the waterfront at Albany. I hope the Mini-
ister will reconsider his decision, and when
he introduces the Estimates next year,
Albany will be mentioned, and we will
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have an asset created there that will be a
source of revenue to the State.

MR. TONKIN (North-East Fremantle)
[8.45]: Speaking comparatively, I think it
can be said that the Public Works Depart-
mnent has had a very satisfactory year. It
tan also truthfully be said that more mone 'y
-was spent in getting more wvork done than
during either last year or the year preced-
ing that. I am grateful for the work done
in my constituency. There is a point of
policy adopted by the Public Works De-
partment with which I do not agree, and I
think I should ventilate the matter at this
stage. I do not believe that any Govern-
ment department should shirk responsibili-
ties that can be enforced upon individuals
by law. Municipalities have the right to
call upon owners of land within their
boundaries to fence their properties. It is
only fair that that position should obtain,
and yet we find that the Government, who
own land in various municipalities, refuse
to fence their holdings, with the result
that otherwise pleasing surroundings are
spoilt. I could understand the department,
if short of money, refusing to fence land
in out of the -way places, where those areas
are large and the private individuals are
not called upon to fence their properties.
On the other hand, there is no excuse, to
my way of thinking, for the Government to
refuse to fence their blocks in the heart of
the city. In North Fremantle, right on the
main road, the Public Works Department
owns A considerable area of land that is
unfenced. The area is hilly, and the sand
drifts across the footpath and on to the
road. I have made a nurdber of requests
to the department to have the land fenced.
On the first occasion I made application
for the work. to be done, I received the
reply that it was not the policy of the de-
partment to fence vacant land in munici-
palities. If that is not the department's
policy, it ought to be, because if private
people are obliged to fence their properties,
even though they may experience great
difficulty in finding the necessary money, I
claim the Government should set an exam-
pie, especially when the property concerned
is in the heart of the city. I hope it will
be found possible during the current finan-
cial year to attend to that particular mat-
ter. There are several blocks that require
attention, and I hope the department will

appreciate the fact that it is not acting
fairly. The attitude of the department
does niot give the local governing authority
a chance to brighten up the municipality,
nor does it permit of the streets being
made attractive. It is disheartening to
municipal councillors or road hoard mem-
bers who desire to beautify their respec-
tive localities. Even if short of funds, the
department should make a special effort
to attend to this matter, and I hope it
wvill not be nec~essary for me to lodge a
complaint of this nature again.

HON. P. fl. FERGUSON (Irwin-Moore)
[8.49] : I desire to offer my congratulations
to the Main Roads Department for the ex-
cellent work performed in connection with
main roads throughout the State. There is
110 doubt that the transformation that has
taken place, since the department's activi-
ties were commenced, is simply marvellous.
A few years ago the roads, particularly the
main roads, because of the tremendous cost
to local governing bodies which they were
quite unable to undertake, were the worst
in Australia. I am given to understand by
those in a pooitioa to know that our main
roads to-day arc as good as any iii Austra-
lia The MinRoads Department is to be
commended on What has been done. Refer-
ring to public buildings, T want to draw the
attention of the Minister to the condition
of the Wongan Hills State Hotel. I have
mentioned the matter before in this House,
and I hope the Government will be able to
find the money to bring that hotel up-to-
date. It is absolutely incapable of supply-
ing the demands made upon it by the travel-
ling public and the p~eople of the district
generally. I agree with the member for
North-East Fremantle (Mr. Tonkin) that
the Government should not shirk any re-
sponsibility which it places upon private in-
dividuals. There is no doubt that if that
hotel were owned by any private individual
the Licensing Beachi would insist on more
and batter conveniences being provided than
are made available at the present time.
When I mention that one of the saloon
bars in that hotel is about 4ft. Gin, wide and
Oft, long, some of the difficulties experienced
by those who frequent the hotel will be rea-
lised. In addition to the public bar there
are two saloon bars-one loft- by l2ft. and
the other 41 t. 6in, by 9ft. It is not big
enough to hold two Ministers of the Crown.
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There is noe doubt that something should be
done at an early date. I am given to under-
stand by those in a position to know that
the wails and foundations are substantial
enough to carry another storey, and nothing
but another storey on that building can make
it reasonably up-to-date, with sufficient bed-
rooms, a reasonably sized dining room and
sufficient bar accommodation to mieet the
ordinary requirements of the place. Al-
though some improvements have been made
in recent years not enough has been done,
and if a visit were paid to the hotel on any
night it would be found that most of the
guests were accommodated with shakedowns
on the verandah. I hope the Mfinister will
discuss the matter wvith his colleague who
controls these matters with a view to seeing
what can be done. I am sorry that
the member for Yilgarn-Coolgardie (Mr.
Lambert) is not in his place, because
I want to join issue with him about
the remarks lie made and the stand he has
taken in connection with the Barracks. The
Barracks have an historical interest for Aus-
tralia and particularly for W estern Austra-
lins who are descended from the pioneers
of this country, and I hope it will be many
a year before the ]Barracks are demolished.
Even though the building is not as up-to-
date and convenient and economical as it
might be for the conduct of public business,
nevertheless it should not he interfered with
in any material way so far as the outside
of the structure is concerned. If mnore eon-
venirucesi are required-and no doubt they
all,-the internal arrangements of the build-
ing can hv reconstructed and brought up-to-
date. T am of the opinion that if a commo-
dious bulildling Of several storeys in height,
built on up-to-date architectural lines, were
constructed on the site of the present Trea-
sury buildings it would in all probahility ac-
commodate most of the civil servants of the
State, and the Barracks would not be re-
quired for that purpose at all. The state-
mnent has been made, by way of interjection,
by the Minister for Agriculture that the
Historical Society could have the building in
which his department is housed, but
there is no comparison between the two
buildings. The Department of Agriculture
building has no historical association what-
ever. The only claim to greatness it has is
that it housed the whole of the Civil Service
of the Stae and for years the whole of the
Parliament of the State; but it has no his-

torical as4ociatiou as has the Barracks struc-
ture. There is no one in Western Australia
who would regret the demolition of the De-
partnaent of Agriculture buildings. In ad-
dition, while the Barracks is a reasonably
well-construc-ted brick building, half of the
Departmient of Agriculture consists of brown
lmaper aiid linioleum and miatchwood. There
is no doubt that it slhould be deiolicshed. At
thi -,stdne Western Australia cannot afford
to demiolish all these buildings and construct
up)-to-dale departments for our public ser-
rants. There are too many demands upon
the Government of the day for more isa-
por taut activities. There are too many
people in this State having a difficult time
financially, and they cannot be called upon
to pay taxation for the payment of interest
and sinking fund on mnore buildings at the
present time. While up-to-date buildings
for housing the Civil Service are desirable,
we have to eat our garment according to our
cloth. Until we can afford these things we
must do the best we can without thenm.

MR. MANN (Beverley) [8.56]: 1 should
like to pay a tribute to the Main Roads
Department generally and particularly to
.1[. Tindale. Ten or 12 years ago mnost Of
the roads wvere in a shocking state, but to-
day we have excellent roads and particu-
larly towards Beverley. The department
has done a lot of good work. I hope that
with the completion of the various main
roads wvith bitumien further money will be
allocated for the far eastern areas, and
that the Government 'will subsidise the
construction of other roads -which, will
eventuall 'y be main roads. With the
previous speaker I join issue against the
mnember for Vilgarn-Coolgardie regarding
his attitude towards the Public Works, De-
partment building. It is extraordinary to
hear the tirade of nonsense indulged iii by
the member for Yilgarn-Coolgardme.

The CHAIRMIAN:. Order! The hon.
member must not reflect on a member of
the House.

'Mr. M1ANN: I am sorry if I reflected on
the member for Yilgarn-Coolgardie.

Mr. Thorn: I thought that was impossible.
Mr. MAIUNX: We who are Western Aus-

tralians descended from the early pioneers
would much regret to see this old building
taken down. I agree that the time is; ripe
for additional public buildings, but we have
a 'ense of pride in some of our old buildings
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which I hope will remain. While we are
short of Government departments and those
departments that we have are not adequate
or convenient, a lot of money is still re-
quired in outside areas for schools. I have
been trying to get a school building erected
at M1orbienning. It is an isolated area be-
tween Bally Bally and Jacob's W~ell. The
Minister approved a long time ago of the
construction of a building, but it is
a matter for the Treasurer. Each time
one goes to the Education Department
and asks for anything of an educa-
tional character one is told that the
department approves but the Treasurer
has not the money. Sometimes one
thinks that this institution could he wholly
abolished. One is told to see Mfr. Berkeley
or Mr. Reid and discuss it with him, but
one gets little satisfaction from such an in-
terview. The Minister will recall that last
year he learnt that the children at M1orben-
ningr had no school building.- There are
within a radius of four miles sufficient
children to warrant the erection of a new
school building. Other schools are also
required in that district. At Corrigin and
Beverley, growing centres, the school build-
ings are very old-fashioned and extremely
hot, while in winter the children enjoy them-
selves sliding- about in the mud- M1ore con-
sideration should be given to the children
and their circumstances. Country children,
as a rule, are quick enough at school, and
when a boy comes down to Perth to attend
school, he usually makes very good progress.

.1r. 'Marshall: What sort of appearance
has your country; has it a nice appearanceI

Mfr. MIANN: Certainly the appearance of
the school buildings is not at all nice, They
arc entirely inappropriate for the purpo-ies
of education. M1any of the children
travel miles to school, and when they
reach the school building they can scarcely
breathe in the heated atmosphere of the
place. What can the impression be on any
of those children wxho, later, may come to
the City and see a building- like the Perth
Girls' School, as compared with which the
bcst of our country schools is entirely primi-
tive ? Then changes have taken place in the
older enttres. Where once certain schools
had full attendances, their attendances. have
fallen off owing chiefly to movements of the
population. I know of some unfortunate
children who have to drive nine miles to
school, which is far too great a distanc.

The Minister for Railways: In my elec-
torate they have to wait to school.

Mr. MAN~NN: I like thesqe pious reflections.
One would think that it was, luxury to get
into some shaky old vehicle and drive nine
milesi to school. Also to lkten to some meml-
hers one would believe that in days gone by
we had none but suiper-men. Does not the
M1inister think that our young people are
Just as good as we were in our day or our
fathe-rs were in their day? I think it is too
much to expect of children six or seven years
of age that they should drive nine miles to
school, The distance is far too long. It all
chimes with the idea of those people who
milzht say that children should have to milk
a number of cows before going off to school.
But those people are not familiar with their
.'snhiject. Reverting to road construction, I
ant satisfied that our roads will eompare
favourably with roads anywhere else in Aus-
tralia. I am sorry that I cannot discuss
country water supplies under this Vote.

MR. WATTS (Katanning) (9.5]: Origi-
nally it was not my intention to have much,
if anything, to say on these Estimates.. How-
ever, it is always well to be in the fashion,
so I have adopted that attitude and propose
to say a few words on one or two matters
coaming under this Vote. I listened with in-
teret to the observations of the member for
Middle Swan (M1r, Iegney), who said he
thought that Parliament might deal with the
es~timates of the Mfain Roads Commissioner.
1 (1o not agree with him in that regard, for
1 think we should be inclined to make some
conf usion where there is none at present; be-
cause, as it appears to me, the operations of
the Ma1.in Roads Commissioner, so far as the
control and expenditure of his finances are
concerned, have been very satisfactory.

Mri% Cross: He spends most of his money
ini the country.

Mr. WATTS: Speaking by and large, I
tin k lie gives. a Aicry fair deail to all parties
(-'rncverneld. and that the resiilt' of his work
-wl the work of his, officers are a credit to
the State generallyv. In my view he has
tirtd every case on its me~rit,: certainly
ench cac:e that [ have had to put before him
has4 licejii dealt with in that manner. And I
understand that is; a common experience
wvith those 'who have had to approach him.
So 1 do not think it would be of' advantage
.4, effect any chnimc in that department. I
]]:I%(,(in one or two other occasions made
ii ferenes to tihe public buildings in the
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Katanning electorate, and I think in the cir-
cumnstances it is incumbent on me to men-
tion them again, lest in the excessive talk
that there has been their existence or non-
existence should be lost sight of. Amongst
the most important of those buildings is the
IKatanning courthouse. We have heard a lot
in reference to the Historical Society this
evening. In so far as the district of Katan-
fling can be said to have any history, I am
satisfied that those buildings are amongst
the nmost historical. But despite their his-
torical value and their antiquity of some 40
years, they are definitely capable of improve-
mient, and certainly ought to be improved.
I k-now from answers to questions that
I1 asked the Minister earlier in the ses-
sion that my request for improvement is re-
ceiving consideration, but I have no means of
knowing whether that consideration is likely
to be favourable, So I wish to impress
on the Minister this evening the fact that
it is very necessary to give those improve-
inents the earliest favourable considera-
tin. The court building at Katanning
,consists of three small rooms and three
smll lock-ups. Recently the police in that
neig-hbourhood have been told that they can
incarcerate prisoners in those lock-ups for
a total period of 14 days. That has not
previously been the case. In consequence,
the local health authorities have, in effect,
condemned the premises as totally unsuit-
able for even temporary habitation in that
they are insanitary, unclean and generally
unsatisfactory. I forwarded a copy of the
local health inspector's report, which is
,couched in reasonable terms, to the Minis-
ter for Police, and I understand he has
communicated with the Public Works De-
partment. On Friday last, when the Mlin-
ister for Employment was in the town, I
took the opportunity to show him those
premises, and I have no doubt he was quite
satisfied that they are totally unsatisfac-
tory and, as the hiealth inspector said, in-
sanitary and unfit even for the purpose for
which they are being used. I previously'
referred to the sergeant and three con-
stables at that place and to the fact that
the whole of their duties for the public
have to be conducted in one room measur-
iag 12 ft. by 14 ft., which is creating an
almost impossible position for the officer
in charge. Although I have not had an
opportunity to see the report of the Public
Service Commissioner, I feel that the refer-

eace made in the "West Australian"
newspaper this morning to his report-
although stated to have been tabled in Par-
lianueut yesterday, it is not on the Table
yet-must apply to the condition of the
building occupied by the clerk of courts
at IKatanning. According to the newspaper
report, the Public Service Commissioner
said-

In the country the need for improved ac-
comimodation is also pressing. In one of the
largest of the Great Southern townas a room
12 feet by 12 feet serves as a" office for the
clerk of courts. In this roomn, without a coun-
ter, all the business of an extensive district
has to be conducted. It must be exceedingly
difficult for an officer to give the public effl-
ceint service in such circutnstones.

Although the report does not actually refer
to the town of IKatanning, nevertheless the
reference is so closely allied with the air-
eumstances that I have no doubt hie in-
tended to refer to Katanning. Quite
recently, at the cost of £20, a partition was
erected in this small room with the object
aplparently- of separating from the general
public the magistrate, when he is supposed
to be in chambers, or the clerk of courts,
when engaged upon more or less private
business in the course of the duties he has
to perform. This partitioning has resulted
in a small space about 12 ft. by 3 ft. being
left for the general Public, and those pre-
inises are required to serve the people of
the district who number some 9,000. 1
say that advisedly; there is no other court
house in the Katanning electorate except
the rooms used for petty sessional courts
in Tanibellup, Gnowangerup, and Mt.
Barker. I have explained the position and
quoted the newspaper reference because I
consider it high time the Government real-
ised that the business of the State in that
centre cannot be properly carried out by
efficienat officers-and I submit they are
very efficient-under the conditions in
which they are obliged to work. These
buildings have been unaltered, except for
receiving a coat of paint, for 35 or 40
years, and in my opinion the day has long
since passed when they should have re-
ceived attention. I have previously men-
tioned that the member for Boulder, when
Premier in 1928, visited Katanning and
saw the existing building. Extensive plans
were prepared and definite promises given
that the work would be undertaken. I ask
the Minister to endeavour to ensure that
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an early start is made with this work be-
cause it is, fromi all points of view, very
necessary and a want long felt by the
people of the district. Otherwise, I have
no great complaint to make, except that I
hope the Minister for Works and the Min-
ister for Education, between them, will
shortly he able to supply a bicycle shed at
the Katanning State School. Representa-
tiens have been made to the 'Minister for
Education, who knows the position. I do
not wish to dwell upon the matter, but 1
trust that it has not been lost sight of and
will be given early attention.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
H. Millington-M1t. Hawthorn-in reply)
[9.15]: 1 am pleased with the reception ac-
corded the Estimates. For a start, the
member for Williains-Narrogin conveyed the
incense of congratulations but unfortunately
he proved to be out of order. Following
that may I say I was delighted to find my-
self in such congenial company. There is
nothing more exhilarating than to find one-
self amongst a lot of good, irresponsible
spenders. All the suggestions offered dur-
ing the discussion of the Estimates have cer-
tainly been constructive in that they outlined
new ways and means for spending money
on the assumption that there is plenty of
money to spend.

Mr. Thorn: According to the member for
Yilgarn-Coolgardie, there is plenty to spend.

The MINISTERI FOR WORKS: His
criticism, I regret to say, was of a destruc-
tive character. He proposed to tear down
the Barracks, to which the member for Irwin-
Moore took exception, and, as if that were
not enough, he proposed to demolish the
Treasury buildings, and I think he agrees
that the offices of the Department of Agi
culture should be demolished. Those sug
gestions tome under the heading of destine-
five criticism. To listen to members one
would think we had unlimited funds at our
disposal. Let me remind members that the
Premier has associated with him a number
of Mlinisters who rank as poor relations. It
amutters not what requests are put forward.
the final word comes from the Treasury. To
those -who are disposed to congratulate
Ministers on providing some building or
handing out favourable replies to requests, I
would say they should remember those things
have to come from the Treasury. Regarding
public buildings, members must be aware
of the difficult times through which we

passed during the ternm Of the previous GOV-
erment. Speaking from memory, in one
of the had years, a sum of only £10,000 was
spent on public buildings, whereas the usual
annual quota was about £90,000. Accord-
ing, to this year's Estimates we spent £ 78,000.
There is a considerable lag to be made up.
Further, all our public buildings have fallen
into a state of disgraceful disrepair. That
cannot be defended, except that we were i
such necessitous circumstances. From loan
funds a good deal of ne-conditioning was
done as well as maintenance work, but all
we could do was to repair the outside of
buildings in order to preserve them That
was done in respect to schools; it was the
best that we could do. I believe we are
getting around somewhat and that the in-
ternal portions of structures are also being
attended to, but we had a lot of leeway to
make up. I am not complaining or
blaming the previous Government. They
simply had not the money, but we
had not only to do the necessary re-
pairs for the present year, hut we had
to make up the arrears of past years.
There is justification for some of the special
complaints that have been brought forward
to-night. In connection with our schools,
there is a list of works put up by the Educa-
tion Department, and those works are classi-
fled in their order of urgency, and attended
to in that order. There are as many com-
plaints from the metropolitan areas as from
the country districts. Recently, in self-
defence, we had to paint the Art Gallery and
Museum. I understand the building has not
been touched for 15 years. Always in con-
nection with these matters it is a struggle to
get the money. No favouritism has been
shown, and every effort has been made to
hold the scales fairly, notwithstanding which
'ye have not been able to make up the leeway.
Some ambitious proposals have been ad-
vanced. The suggestion to spend money on
comnpleting this building is one of then). The
bujildinmg has been uip a long- time, and natur-
ally' a good dleal of maintenauice work iP
required, particularly so far as the roof iq
concerned. The public Works Department
did a good deal in the way of reconditioning
the dining-room and the inside of the build-
ing generallY, and the roof in particular. r
remember the late Mr. Davy putting up a
special plea that Parliament House should be
completed. As Western Australians, with a
pride in our State, and a desire to see that
all our public buildings are in confornity
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with the importance of the State, we would
naturally like to see everything in complete
order. Immediately, however, a practicable
propoysal is put forward, we find ourselves
faced with the urgent neeessity of spendingl
our limited funds in other directions. Quite
recently we approved of an extension of the
King Edward Memorial Hosqpital at an esti-
mated cost of C45,000. There is the Infec-
tious lDiseases Hospital, involving £40,000,
of which we have to contribute half. There
is the extension of the Fremantle Hospital,
over £C20,000, to which we have to contribute,
and there is also the contribution to the con-
siderable extension of the Children's Hos-
pital. Continual requests are being made
from all over the State for schools, police
quarters and hospitals generally. Owing to
the revival of the goidmining- industry, we
are responsible for reconditioning a number
of old buildings or putting up new ones.
This is an inescapable ditty. We must pro-
vide schools, and the money has to come from
somewhere. We also are obliged to provide
police quarters and other public buildings.
The Government has no choice. I believe we
are gaining ground. I mun wholly in accord
with the desire that we should have better
public buildings. I amu surprised at the com-
plaints about the design of buildings eirected
by the Public Works lDepartmnent. 1 have
discussed this matter wvith the Chief Archi-
tect and the Director of Education, and I was
of opinion that our plans and specificatiotis
were, if anything, too elaborate, that our
public buildings, were too expensive. I now
find that members are dissatisified, and that
they do not like the designs. I had an idea
that the designt of our imodern school, build-
ings was nearly perfect. The mnodern school-
room, which is constructed to hold about 530
children, is of a very fine type, beautifully
lighted, conmfortabile and commnodious.

Mr. .Mann: Are many of the vwhools in
the country miodern?

The MIfNISTER FORl WORKS: When
extensions are nladle, these new rooms are put
in. I have sAeent sonic fine schools in country
districts. Let itte instance 'Mt. Barker.

Mr. Mann: That is a modern school.*
The MINKISTER FOR WORKS: And of

a very fine design. Wherever we hare built
in recent years, wre hare built wvell.

Hon. P. 1). Ferguson:- I showed you a
school at Gooniallinge the other day.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We are
tryine to make up leeway. 1ndlorendently of
our ineseapable duty with re-peet to public

buildings, we receive many requests from
c-ountryv districts for water S~liplies, for in-
stance. These have had a great effect in de-
pileting- the Treasury. If I call for a vote as
to whether we shall spend £80,000 on this
building, or- £80,000 on the extension of the
Barlialin scheme, I am sure we shall at all
events get the vote of the member for Mt.
Mfarshall in favour of the latter. If it could
bie shown that the money at the disposal of
the department had been unwisely spent, this
criticisic wold he warranted. If these corn-
pllainits are intended to lhe aii inispiratin for
what should be done next year, I can promise
that every request will be tabulated and will
receive most careful constideration. There
is an erroneous idea that the loudest to com-
plain are the greatest well-wishers of the
public. It is remarkable how short the pub-
lic memory is. When people have been
given something, they invariably ask for
something else inunediatdy. I never attempt
to satisfy everybody. In the ease of some
people, they are more satisfied if they have
something to be dissatisfied with. I do not
expect to be able to satisfy members to-
night, but I can assure thcm that every re-
quest will be borne in mind for the future.
I hope with the Loan funds available we
shall be able to devote ink future years a
greater percentage of the money to what
may he termed useful, permanent works
than has been the case in previous years.
When hon. memrbers listen to the Estimates
of my colleague the Minister for Employ-
ment, they will understand why so much
mioney is absorbed on works undertaken
merely for the purpose of giving employ-
ment, and why only a small portion of the
mon02ey is left for works that we as a Gov-
ernment desire to undertake. That is the
difficulty. It is the difficulty that has faced
past Governmnents,, If we could spend this
money as we would like, for the develop-
mient of the State and for permanent neces-
sary wvorks, I should be more qatisfied. I
should be more satisfied also if, as our loan
obligations mount up, we could point to
something- of the character mentioned to-
night--Pxtension of public works, water
schemes, and undertakings of general bene-
fit to the State. I promise that the eriti-
cu-ni that has been offered and the re-
que-s that have been made will be homne
in mind. I am hopeful that as time goes on
the loan funds raised by this State will be
spent in a more permanently useful way
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than has been the experience during the last
few years.

Vote put and passed.
rote-Town Planning, fl2425-agreed to.

Department of the Minister for Agricul-
ture (Hon. F. J7. S. WVise, Minister).

Vote.--Agriculture, £6104,669:

THE MINISTER EOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. F. J. S. Wise--Gascoyne) [9.34]:
I was a little afraid that a majority of hon.
members might carry this Vote before I got
to my feet.

Mr. Sampson: Why not report progress
now and deal with the Vote next week?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
In spite of the pleadings of the member for
Swazi, I intend to keep the House for a
considerable time, as this is a highly im-
portant department, probably the most im-
portant department, since there is no
activity in the State of greater importance
than tile production of rural wealth. The
welfare of the State depends almost entirely
on the well-being of our rural pursuits. The
Department of Agriculture has, in all its
ramifications into the various problems of
the land, so many pressing- problems that I
think a wide discussion in this connection is
advisable up~on the presentation of the Esti-
mates. It is highly unfortunate that from
an agricultural point of view and a pastoral
point of v'iew the State has passed through
a strenuous and serious time. Especially
during the past 12 months has this azpplied
to the pastoral areas. We are hoping, how-
ever, that with the brighter days that have
dawned in our pastoral regions of the North,
the pastoral districts generally will share in
more opulent times in the near future. There
are sad and national losses in connection
with our pastoral areas, and it will take
years to bring the numbers back to our past
profitable state of production. In connec-
tion with agriculture generally, embracing
our most important crop, wheat, although
the season opened well and promised better
perhaps than had been the ease for many
years, yet towards the middle of the year it
eased off so considerably as to cause a great
deal of concern. Although the early esti-
mated wheat yield on the acreage sown was
in the vicinity of 40,000,000 bushels, it was
afterwards amended by the Government
Statistician to 32,000,000 bushels. We are
still hopeful, in spite of the absence of late

rains in the heavier country, that the crop
will yield a harvest of 35,000,000 bushels. We
are greatly disappointed in the heavy yield-
ing lands, particularly those in the areas! of
the member for Avon and the memiber for
Mt. Marshall, to which the late rains dlid
not penetrate as they did to the Great South-
ern and Midland wheatgrowing districts.
With the present price of wbeat it would
have been a wonderful boon to the State and
a valuable help to many other industries
dependent upon agriculture had the first
estimate been realised. However, the buoy-
ant price of wheat was a great feature dur-
ing last year. In January 1936 the price
was 3s. Dd1. per bushel fLob. Fremantle; last
January it was 5is. 6d. I should like to
draw attention to the added sum made avail-
able by the Treasurer on these Estimates.
It will be aoted that the amount exceeds
£104,000, which is an increase of over
£13,000 on last year. It is unfortunate that
the major part of this increase will be taken
up in an endeavour to counteract the rav-
ages of one of the worst pests we have had
in agriculture in this State during recent
years. I refer to the grasshopper menace.
It will be recollected by hon. members that
during last session the matter was fully ven-
tiated on a motion for the adjournment of
the ouse, but I can say without fear of
contradiction that we are in a position to
invite criticism-we hope, helpful criticism
-romi hon. members opposite regarding
our efforts to control and conduct the pest.

Mr. Doney: Thanks largely to your ento-
zoologist.

[M1r. Sam npson took the Chair.]

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I am quite prepared, as the hon. member
knows, to give full marks on all occasions to
that officer; but we have had a great deal
of worry in connection with the effective
control of the grasshopper pest. I wish to
point out also that it was a matter of general
policy between Ministers concerned and
officers concerned. Many late nights and
many week-ends were spent in an endeavour
to provide a practical means, not to destroy,
not to wipe out the grasshopper pest, but
to control it. Unless hon. members have
seen the ravages of this pest, have
seen the grasshoppers hatch out, it is
impossible for them to grasp how plen-
tiful and how bad the insects can be.
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Hon. members who have been following the
effects of the pest in the Eastern States
will know that Queensland recently in its
Parliamient went to the extent of passing
through all stages in one afternoon a Bill
to control the grasshopper pest by giving
local authorities certain powers, by impos-
ing restrictions, and by raising levies to
mevet the expense occasioned. They will
know also that in New South Wales this
pest has for many years occasioned serious
alarmn. They will likewise be aware that
in South Australia grasshoppers have been
a very worrying problem for many years.
South Anstralia has for a long time had
legislation intended to control the grass-
hopper. That legislation not only proved
to be faulty, but it proved, after the
acid test of finance was applied, not
to be efficacious when serious outbreaks
occurred. The Government has had under
consideration for three years a Bill to
deal with the pest. That Bill was pre-
pared in 1934, and was taken to Cabinet
by me in that year to obtain approval for
its introduction into this House. How-
ever, since the measure involved a levy on
the farming comamunity for suffcient funds
to apply in connection with a levy from
local authorities, it was considered by the
Government that the time was not oppor-
tune to inflict a further tax, particularly
upon that section of the farmers which for
so many years had not had a crop. It is
unfortunate that the ravages of this pest
occur in districts of light rainfall wvhere
the crops are not so opulent as they might
be. 'Many' of them are good districts but
have experienced a slackening off of rain-
fall in recent years. I wish to impress
npon members that the Government has
been very successful in endeavoui-ing to
control this pest in the interests of the
State generally, and fromt that standpoint
it is considered far better that the burden of
the cost involved in attacking the pe4

should be shared by the whole of the tas-
payars rather than by the impoverished
section of them. Before leaving that vub-
jeet, I wish to indicate that I take a ser-
ious view of the inactivity of certain land-
lords and mnortgagors, and their lack of
co-operation with the authorities in their
efforts to control the pest. Even if legisla-
tion dealing with the menace be not passed
in the course of the present session, I are
prepared to take action under the Plant

Diseases Act or the Insect Pests Act to
bring those people uip to the mark next
year.

Mr. Boyle: Are there many of them?
The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:

Quite a number, and the hon. member
probably knows that in his electorate there
are many areas that the Agricultural Bank
handle. About 120,000 acres have been
broken tip in an effort to control the pest,
but a great deal of the work was nullified
through lack of co-operation on the part
of others.

Mr-. Boyle: One is sufficient.
The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:

Yes. I wish to deal with some of the acti-
vities of the department in connection
with wheat-breeding stations and to im-
press upon the Committee a point that has
been to some extent overlooked in the pre-
sentation of these Estimates annually with
regard to the value of those stations to the
State as a whole. It would he hard to
measure the value to the State of the
efforts of the officers engaged in wheat-
breeding, particularly in breeding new
types, in disseminating new, seed and bet-
ter- stock throughout the wheat-g-owing-
areas. The effect upon production has been
quite startling and during last year the
quantity of graded pedigreed seed wheat
produced approached 10,500 bushels.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: And it 'vas worth
ton times as much as it cost to produce.

The MTINISTER FOR A.GRICULTI'RE:
After the departmental rcqniremnet were
r-ovided for, the whole of the remainder
was distributed amongst farmers either for
cash or under the exchange sstem of 37
bushels for 2 bushels or sornethin- equiva-
lent according to the value of the commodity
in a particular year. The same has been
done in connection with seed ou't,. ft-respec-
tive of what has been done in the establish-
mieat of those farms and the cost inv-olved
in their upkeep, it would be impos-ible to
estimate the net cash return to the State on
account of the efforts of the officers con-
retied. We are also endeavouring to draw
the attention of farmers to pasture improve-
mnents in the outer aureas of the wheat belt in
the lighter-rainfall districts where mixed
farming will follow as the established rural
industry. Some very good results are being
obtained by field officers in that direction.
In several districts it has been found by
practical experience that, although sheep
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stations represented the earlier means by
which the country was settled, the districts
will ultimately revert to sheep under entirely
different conditions. As a result, we are
getting better and larger sheep in many
strong wool-producing districts in the outer
wheat belt. It may also be mentioned that
it is satisfactory to note that our efforts in
connection with toxic paralysis have been
most successful. It will lie remembered that
two years ago toxic paralysis was a very live
matter in every district represented by
country members sitting on the Opposition
side of the House, and the member for
Beverley (Mfr. ]Nann) represented a district
in which dreadful losses were occasioned
with all classes of stock as a result of the
ravages of the disease. The department took
the matter up as of vital mnoment and the
results obtained have beenit more than satis-
factory. Before leaving the question of
sheep, I desire to refer to the export lamb
trade that has been so successfull ' built up
recently. Last year 143,000 cnresses were
exported, which represented 24,000 less than
during the previous year. On the other
hand, it is anticipated that this year the car-
cases exported will exceed ±3 0,000. It Is
extremely' pleasurable to know that in, the
Albany district, where certain works that
wvere a depreciating asset worth yen- little
to the Government, were sold at a most en-
couraging figure to an enterprising firm that
has since spent over £20,000 in an endeavour
to establish the export lamb business. The
e~stablishment of those wvorks at Albany has
given a great impetus to the raising of lambs
in Albany and the surrounding districts, and
has encouraged the establishment of pastures
and other improvements generally.' It is
confidently anticipated by the owners of the
works that they will treat 30,000 lambs for
export during the current year, which is a
remarkable performance. It is also satisfac-
tory to note that the quality of the lambs
from the Albany districts is very high. An-
other very important phase of agriculture in
Western Australia is the fruit industry,
which is certainly worth a great deal of pro-
tection. It is interesting to note that the
fruit produced last year exceeded in value
£1,000,000. It will be remembered that anl
unfortunate hailstorm affected certain parts
of the fruit-growing areas, that many of the
growvers had arranged at contract prices for
the export of their fruit, and, in consequence,
both exporters and growers experienced
great losses. I would like to mention in this

connection that it seems at least a lack of
enterprise, if not a lack of protection of'
their own interests on the part of growers;
if they do not insure against acti of God of
this nature.

Hon. W. D. -Johnson: It was difficult.
The MI]NISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:

The lhon. member interjects that it was diffi-
cult, hut he knows that the premium is very
reasonable. The premium charged by the
ins~urance company operated by WestraZ
liar, Farmers, Ltd. is reasonable and it could
be reduced considerably if, instead of five
g rowvers as was the case last year, the whole
of the district insured. Not only would
adequate protection be afforded, but it would
inspire them with g-reater confidence in un-
dertakinig work in the next year and for
future period-. Last year 700,000 eases of
apple. were exp~orted and 31,000 cases of
pears, and a bright feature was the price
paid, namely 5s. to 7s. 9d. a case at the
grower's siding. It can therefore be seen
th~at the fruitgrowing districts of the State
have certainly havtid an easy passage comn-
pared with those eng-aged in other forms
of ag-riculture in other parts of the State.

Mr. North: Is the local consumption sat-
ist .actorv I

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Y-e.. With regard to the apple cousump-
lion, because of the quantity of the crop
and the quantity exported it did not pay
the growers of this State to entertain con-
sideration of advertising to a large extent
the eating of more apples during this year.
Since we cannot import them from other
States, it wats money saved in not odver-
tiig. The fruitgrowing industr- was
faced with two worrying outbreaks of codlin
mooth and appile scab, during the year. Apple
scanb is perhaps one of the most dreaded
diseases which affect that class of fruit. For-
tunately the officers of the department acted
quickly in connection with both outbreaks
and we have little to fear of a spiread tak-
ing place. There has been a suggestion that
legislation should be introduced with a view
to creating a fund to control or compensate
for. such outbreaks, but that matter might
primarily be taken up by the growers' or-
ganisations themselves. The tobacco indus-
try is expanding rapidly and last year there
were 1,067 acres under crop with an esti-
mated total yield of 650,000 lbs. weight of
tobacco, averaging 650 lbs. weight per acre
which is a high yield. Remarkable progress
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has been made when %le consider that one
acre was planted in 1924-25 in an endeavour
to try out tobacco growing as a commercial
proposition. The average value per lb. is
is. 9d. to 2s. That is a remarkable price
and the State is blessed in that it can pro-
duce such high yields of tobacco of a type
of leaf sought after, particularly by cigarette
makers. There is something lacking,
however, not in the burning quality
nor the colour, but in the flavour, and
the officers of the department are going
into that matter fully because they are con-
fident that by certain fertilising agencies
the little deficiency can be rectified. It has
grown to be a very important industry and
there is sufficient land in the district of the
member for Nelson (Mr. Doust) to produce
Australia's tobacco requirements, if full ad-
vantage is taken of the opportunity that
exists. I had better mention the small in-
dustry of banana growing which has grown
up in may own district. It has proved im-
portant to Western Australia. It is inter-
esting to note that over a period of ten
years those who have eaten Java, bananas
in this State have paid to the Federal Cus-
tomis Department over £1,30,000. The
industry ha., been firmly established in
spite of drought conditions and the
cold snap that cost the growers thous-
ands of hunches. The aid it received was,
until recent years, nothing except the coun-
sel of anl ar-ricultural adviser who assisted
those sufficiently interested and game to es-
tablish the industry. In recent year-, it has
been found that pumping plant and water
supplies have been necessary because of the
persistent drought. The Carnarvon district
had six inches of rain during 18 months.
In view of that it is absolutely a miracle
that the industry was established.

Mr. Doney: They get that much in a week
in Queensland,

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The growers therefore have been assisted hy
the Treasurer to the extent in some instances
of £200 per rower to enable them to estab-
lish pumnping plant. Although I ani the
member for the district, and one who worries
the Treasurer considerably, I do not intend
to ask him for thousands of pounds in an
endeavour to bring about a boom in that
industry, because I think that would he un-
desirable. In spite of adverse conditions-
that hare obtained in recent years there are
now 60 growers on the river as against 50

laest year. The idustry is finding its own
feet and is being developed with its own
capital. I atn sure that hon. members were
interested in the display at the Royal Show
recently. Production last year totalled
22,000 cases of bantanas and over 2,000 cases
of pineapples. In connection with the dairy-
ig induIstry, it is a remarkable fact that the
whole of Australia suffered a shrinkage of
production during last season.

.Mr. Doney: It would have been remuark-
able if it had not.

Mr. Patrick: A shrinkage all over Aiis-
tralia is unusual.

The -MFN[STER1 FOR AGRICULTURE:
All Australia suffered last season and
Queenslanud, which normally exports 1 /
million poumtk worth of dairy products per
annumn. sutffered a shrinkage to a little over
£7.50,000 worth. The production in this
State, it i., plea-sing- to say, only shrank two
per cent. Cheese production amounted to
nearly 1,000,000 lbs. weight and it is hoped
that although the times do not look very
brighlt for that industry, better days are in
sto re. The average price of butter in this
State was 14.6d. per lb. The officers in the
dairy branch have a definite instruction and
a definite inciniation to encourage silage
whe~rever dairying operations are being car-
rid on, because siluge and dairying must go
hiand in hand, particularly in a State where
.Nllntmner or winter seasons are experienced.
If it he a sunier season only, aS ilL North
Queensland, silage must be arranged for the
wvinter; in our own case, ive must arrange
silage for the suniner. Coming to wool pro-
duction, our figures present a very sad story,
if we examine them during recent years.
Before the 1934 period, wheii the great
mortality occurred in this State, we had
11,200,000 sheep in Western Australia; at
present wre hare only 9,000,000 sheep. That
2,000,000 loss has occurred in the truly pas-
toral areas, not in the farming areas; as a
matter of fact, in some of the fanning dis-
tricts, the sheep pop]ulation has increased
treniendously. I am sorry to say that
1,000,-000 sheep were lost in my own) elec-
torate. Sonic stations that shore 6,000 sheep
are now down to 4,500. Members can
iniag-ile the effect, not only on the finances
of the owner but on every avenue of activity
within the district, when such appalling cir-
cumustances prevail. It is hoped that the
present price level of wool will he main-
tained so as to afford some consolation to
those with 4 -oleted flocks. The Department
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of Agriculture is endeavouring to sAcure con-
tdo of vegetable pests. It will be rrlnem-

hered that the member for Kalgoorlie (M~r.
Styants) iii his initial speech in this Chain-
ber mentioned how -wrious was the Batburst
burr menace in his district. That problemt
has been taken in hand, and in spite of the
pest being one of the worst of it.; kind in
Australia, every effort has been made to con-
trol it. I cami assure the Committee that we
have it well under control. Its area is being
limited and confined to the seeding areas; of
this year which, fortunately, owing to the
action taken are very much reduced.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: What about wild
turnip; is that preading?

The 'MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Yes, and there are several other wreeds that
are occasioning concern, But the officers of
the department are straining every effort to
bring those pests within control, not only by
cultural methods hut by the introduction of
parasitical pests which can safely be
introduced to prey on those weeds. 'Much
has been said this evening, of the housing
of the Department of Agriculture. I
should like to pay a tribute to the officers
who are engaged in the most important
agricultural work in this State, and who
work uinder difficult conditions. There is
no inspiration for them to give of their
best, but I can assure members that the
Treasurer has taken up the matter very
seriously, and I hope that before the life
of this Parliament is ended, not only will
the foundation stone have been laid, hut
part of the new building will have been
erected. The officers who arc engaged in
research are, of course, officers attached to
all branches of the department. Research.
does not mean that any one officer can
uindertake anyv or all matters that are
termed research matters. Every branch has
its own problems, its on-n particular items
to be gone into, and the value to Australia
through the activities of the Council of
Kcientific and Industrial Research would
he very hard to calculate. But we have a
team of officers in the department in this
State who closelyv collaborate with the
officers of the C.JRand we get very
good results; indeed. Incidentally I notice
that the time, signal, which is given by
pressing the bell, has been put into opera-
tion: hut while I am discoursing on this
important matter, that will not stop me
from saying all I desire to say. I should

like to mention certain aspects of research
to which we are giving attention. One is
something qiuite new in Western Australia,
namely the supply of fuel for motor vehic-
les. To me, as an agriculturist, it is the
most important problem in Australia to-
day. Australia has within its shores at the
mnoment enough petrol for its motor vehic-
les-which number over 800,000--to last it
for 12 weeks if it had no further supplies
forthcoming. During last year 297,775,000
gallons were imported into Australia of a
value of £4,438,000. The Federal duty paid
was £8,518,000, giving a total value of
£12,956,000. 1 say definitely that in my
view the motor fuel of the world will be
derived from power alcohol, to be distilled
from growing plants. It ismteresing to note
that Germiany and France have for many
years actively interested themselves in this
problem, to the extent that in 1930 Ger-
many produced 80,00OQOOG gallons of power
alcohol. That was taken from several
crops. We have such a range of crops in
Australia that if we used the sugar, which
is exported at a loss from Queensland, to
make power alcohol we could save the tax-
payers of this country many millions of
pounds per annum. We could bring into
circulation perhaps £25,000,000 if Australia
were to produce to her capacity the power
alcohol which could be profitably produced
from the many crops suited to the produc-
tion of that spirit. I mention that in pass-
ing, because the Government has given
consideration to trying out in different dis-
tricks in this State crops suited to theL
production of motor spirit. It wvill be a
very important thing if in this State, in
the Kimberleys, for example, such crops nai
sorghumi could be grown sufficiently profit-
ably to he converted to power alcohol at a
rate of Is. 6d. per gallon. It is a very im-
portant matter, although perhaps it is
s:iiiply a side-line of the possibilities of
research activities in agriculture within
this State. I am sorry, 'Mr. Chairman, that
von have to curb me( by putting the time
signal into evidence. I have great pleasure
in submitting the Estimates of the De-
partment of Agriculture for consideration,
but before concluding I would like to men-
tion the recent retirement of the Director
of Agriculture, a man to whom this State
owves a great deal. The expansion of the
wheatbelt in its initial stages was his per-
sonal responsibility, and in later years he
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had the benefit of thle assistance of a
highly skilled staff. I hope that in the in-
terests of the State seome use might be
made of his services. I am sure members
will find that, whatever change has been
made in the administration of the depart-
ment, we have there a very happy band of
efficient men ready to give their bvst in thle
interests of the State as a whole.

MR. WARNER (MAt. Marshall) (10.11]:
IF a time signal was indicated to the M.Ninis-
ter for Agriculture, it brought to a close
one of the most interesting speeches we have
had this session in thle presentation of de-
partmental estimates. -No time limit will be
needed for me, because I intend to be brief
in myv remarks. The Minister referred to
the amiount onl the Estimates for the control
of the locust pest. The action taken this
year by the department for the control of
the pest has won the approbation of mlost
of the road boards in my district, and reso-
luitions have been passed by the boards, con-
gratulating the Government on the work
th ey have done. The only regrettable
feature is that the mioney was not available
pireviously so that tile department could have
undertaken the work a year ago. I regretted
to hear the Minister sn that so many people
bad neglected to give the department the
support expected in dealing with this prob-
lem. It is really a national problem that de-
miands the co-operation of road hoards,
farmers And indeed of everybody in thle
agricultural areas. The great work done in
hreaking up the breeding grounds of the
pest was costly, but a large area has been
broken up and I believe that the best method
has been adopted to destroy the pest. The
leasing of those properties for cropping will
probably produce sufficient return to pay
for the outlay. Previous to the Government
coming forward with assistance, the road
boards had a very hard fight. A number are
not yet satisfied that ali that could have
been done was done, but since I have heard
the remarks of the Minister for Agriculture
and the Minister for Lands, and judging
from personal observation, I am satisfied
that more was being done than I was aware
of. Still I admit that at one stage I feared
that the Government was not doing enough.
I assure members that bad their districts
been similarly threatened by the pest they
would have been 0as anxious as I was about
the outlook, Knowing that the pest has re-

ceived such a cheek, we have every reason to
hope that it wilt be kept under eon trol in
this State for a long time. When I moved
thle adjournment of the House inl order to
draw attention to the pest, I expressed the
fear that it would spread to other parts of
the State, and it did spread ito areas where
far-mers little thought it would go. In por-
tion of my district thle crops this season are
very poor, and the ravages of the grasshop-
pers have proved an additional cause of
suffering to the farmers.

Ron. P. D. Ferguson: Crops are bad and
grasshoppers are worse.

Mr, WAR-NER: Where a farmer has a
good heavy crop and the unoccupied land in
the netighbourhood is carrying good feed, the
griasShoppers have not caused much damage,
but where the feed has been poor and the
crops have been por the pest has made
its way into the crop and, by the time it
reached the flying stage, has left little be-
hind. I would not in any way be stinting
in may praise of the department for all that
has been done. There are other itemas in
the Estimates orl which I could speak, but
1 shall content myself with expressing praise
at the action of the 'Minister in coping with
one of the greatest problems with which
the State has been faced.

[31r. Steevaan took the Chair.]

HON. P. D. FERGUSON (Irwin-Moore)
[10.18] : The Minister for Agriculture has
been fortunate in being able to tell us a
more cheering tale in his introduction of
the Estimates this year than he was last
year. With the single exception of the pas-
torl industry and wool production, it has
been gratifying that he has been able to
paint a more rosy picture, not only of the
present but of the outlook for the future.
The Minister spoke of the recent retirement
of the Director of Agriculture from the
position of administrative head of the de-
partment. I join with the Minister in pay-
ing a tribute to Dr. Sutton for the work he
has done. I was one of those who extended
a welcome to Dr. Sutton when he came to
Western Australia 26 years ago, and I have
been associated with him to a greater or
lesser extent in the work he has been doing
ever since. In my opinion Western Aus-
tralia is under a very great debt of grati-
tude to him--one that cannot easily be re-
paid. With the retirement of Dr. Sutton
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the Minister has made an alteration in the
administration of the department by the
appointment of an Under Secretary, and it
eenis to me that that was a natural course

for the Minister to pursue. It is one that
would appeal to any Minister in charge of
the department. I should like the Minister
to tell us his intentions regarding the ap-
pointnent of a successor to Dr. S~utton as
head of the great branch of the Department
of Agriculture. I thought he would have
given us that information when introducing
his Estimates. The Director of Agriculture
made that particular branch his special care,
and he was particularly suited to supervise
it. A great deal of work still requires to be
done in that branch, and it will be interest-
ig to know what the intentions of the Mini-

ister are. I was glad to hear him say there
was still a prospect of reaching a yield of
35,000,000 bushels of wheat this season. That
may be a little optimistic. I have heard
estimates that the yield would be in the
vicinity of 30,000,000 bushels.

The Minister for Agriculture: The Statis-
tical Department estimate a yield of 32j
million bushels.

Hon. P. D. FERGUSON: In many dis-
tricts along the Midland railway line and
the Wongan Hills-Muliewa line, particu-
]arlv inside the rabbit-proof fence, are to
he seen some excellent crops. In that part
of the State with which I come personally
into contact I think the yields 'will be a little
higher than the estimate. The position re-
garding the grasshopper pest is a most im-
portant one. During the recent years of low
rainfall the pest made (on.,iderdlble 1)1o-
gress in a westerly and southerly direction.
There are many farmers in the wetter dis-
tricts who are concerned about the ravages
of the pest this year who knew nothing
about it in previous years. What we have
seen in the inside districts this vear is an
indication of what the people in the drier

ae had to put up with in previous years.
f commnend the Minister and the officers of
his department for what they have done
to combat the ravages of the grasshopper.
It is indeed a serious menace. Landholders
who will not do their duty by assisting in
combating the pest must be made to realise
the responsibility they owe to their neigh-
bours. If we get a succession of wet sea-
,on$, we will not hear much about the grass-
hopper, but if we have another dry
season next year, on top of the two

or three we have already experienced,
the position will be very serious.
I wish to pay a tribute to the veterinary
officers for the wvork they have accomplished
in connection with stock diseases. There is
11o need for Inc to recount what has been
done~ in the day. gone by. The recent
wonderful discovery by Dr. Bennetts in con-
nection with rickets in sheep in the Midland
and northern areas is an outstanding ex-
ample of the success that has attended the
patient and persevering efforts of this
officer and those who have assisted him.
This has meant that the lives of thousands
of lambs in the districts concerned will be
saved, and the value of production corre-
spondingly enhanced. As our lamb export
trade is growing by leaps and bounds, and
it is anticipated that the export overseas this
year may be iii the vicinity of 250,000 lambs,
it is essential that all districts that are cap-
able of fat-lamb production should be as
free as possible from disease. When offi-
cers of the department can achieve such
pronounced success as has been the case
in this connection, the public ought to know
of it and suitable recognition made to
them. I should like to know whether the
Minister has given any consideration to the
appointment, of an officer who would he use-
ful in tendering advice to farmers who in-
tend to embark on this phase of agricultural
production. So far, the a-Director has
made this particular phase of the work his
own care. Two other officers of the depart-
ment are more or less concerned in it.
Panic]ely, Mr. McCallum and Ar. Murray.
They are to a large extent mierino men. I
am Pot sure that their experience in fat-
lamb production has been sufficient to enable
thems to give the necessary expert advice to
those who are about to embark upon this
side of the industry. In view of the far-t
that the industry is in its initial stages in
this State, it wvould] par' Western Anstralia
to secure and retain the services of the best
man available to assist in this direction.

The M.%inister for Agriculture: I have made
a recent appointment in that connection.

Hon. P. fl. FERGU7 SON : It has not yet
been made public. T wish also to refer to
the neces'ity for the provision of laboratory
facilities. It has always been my cherished
hope that I would see the Department of
Agriculture equnipped with suitable labora-
tory conveniences. There has been dis-
appointment after disappointment all down
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the years, and so far nothing has
been done. It is remarkable th~at the
staff of the department has been able
to achieve such outstanding results with
the miserable facilities at its dispoisal.
A few years ago we heard from the
ex-Premnier that he was going into the
question of providing suitable office and
laboratory accommodation for the depairt-
tuent, but still nothing has been done.
Subsequent to that statement, we had a
visit from officers of the Council of Scien-
tific and Industrial Research. The chief
executive officer, Sir David Rivett, came to
Western Australia, and in emphatic terms
he condemned the facilities provided for
the scientific officers of the department.
He told us that the organisation of which
lie was the administrative head was spend-
ing quite a lot of money in scientific re-
search into animal pests and diseases
generally, but that there was no prospect
of Western Australia obtaining a reason-
able share of that money in the interests
of our stock raisers and agriculturists un-
less suitable, adequate and up-to-date lab-
oratory facilities were provided here. It
is quite natural that when the Common-
wealth Government through various orga-
isations provided funds for scientific re-

search, the State should have undertaken
the provision of some of the facilities.
Western Australia is the only State in the
Commonwealth that has lagged behind in
that respect. As the result of the definite
statement of Sir David Rivett, I under-
stand, a conference took place between the
head of the Agiicultural Department, the
head of the University, and various organi-
sations such as the Primary Producers'
Association, the Pastoralists' Association,
and kindred bodies: and the question of
the provision of adequate laboratory faci-
lities was fully discussed. A proposal was
put up by thie University to do certain
thing-s. I believe the University was pre-
pared to spend a sum of £14,000, which had
been left to the institution, on the erec-
tion of a suitable building. One of the
conditions attached, so far as I am able to
gather, was that the State should guaran-
tee a certain amount of interest on this
capital outlay, and that a certain sum of
money should be made available for the
payment of some of the expenses. I be-
lieve the C.S.J.R. was prepared to find
some of the money for the payment of

(58]

officers' salaries. It has been stated that
another organisation in Western Australia
was ready to pay the salary of at least one
expert investigator. In view of the vast
importance of the work to a primary pro-
during State like Western Australia, and in
view of the tremendous losses we suffer
each year b 'y the ravages of stock diseases
and insect pests of one kind and another,
the Western Australian Government ought
surely to realise that the time is long past
for doing something to hasten the negotia-
tions that have taken place between the
various bodies, and to see that the neces-
sary' facilities arc provided somewhere. It
seems almost impossible to expect that they
should now be provided in connection with
our Department of Agriculture, and that
is a matter of great regret to me. But if
it is not possible for the Government to
find the money for these facilities in con-
nection with the department with which
they should naturally be allied, the Univer-
sity and the C.S.J.R. and other organisa-
tions being prepared to provide them in
part, the Government should realise that
it is its duty to find sufficient money to
enable the p~roposals of the University to
be put into effect. I have teen
told, correctly or otherwise, that the Uni-
ver-sity has expressed a desire to get on with
the work, that the University and the Pro-
fessor of Agriculture are especially keen to
get going. They realise the value which the
work would represent to Western Australia-
They realise also the loss suffered by this
State as a result of the absence of the neces-
sary facilities. I would like the Minister for
Agriculture to take this Committee and the
country generally into his confidence and to
give us all the in~formation he has at his dis-
posal. Let us know whether there is a
reasonable prospect of the money being
found. Let him impress upon his colleagues
that one of the most vital matters they
can interest theniselves in at this stage is
the fostering of the agricultural industry
to the extent of assisting in the investigation
into insect pests and animal diseases. The
loss is too great for us to suffer year after
year. It is only by governmental assistance,
whether through the University or otherwise,
that -we can hope to get any relief from the
position in which we now find ourselves.
Visitors from the other States have a won-
dex-ful talc to tell us of the activities of the
C.S.I.R in those States. I understand it
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is only because of the provision of up-to-
date laboratory facilities by the States that
the C.S.I.R. has become keenly interested.
It is our misfortune that we have not
had wealthy people in Western Australia
to sujpply funds for such purposes. Only
one wealthy Western Australian who has
crossed the Great Divide has seen fit to leave
anything to benefit agriculture. Our per-
enrtage of wealth 'y mivn is small in
comparison with the older settled States. I
daresay in another hundred or couple of
hundred 'years, if things% look up here and
our agriculturists become millionaires, we
can expect those who pass away to leave
considerable amounts of money which, I am
sure, the Minister for Agriculture of that
period, whoever he happens to be then, will
be able to utilise fully' . in the meantime
it is essential that we should get on with
this jog; and I do wish to impress upon
the Minister-who I know is interested and
vnthusiastic-the vital urgency of doing
something to lpersuade the Treasurer that
this is one of the most important works to
be financed at this juncture, and that in
financing it hie will bie renderiln good service
to Western Australia.

MR. SAMPSON (Swan) [10.37]: First
of all I wish to say how pleased I cam to
.see the M1inister for Agriculture hack in his
place. I k-now that tbe lion, gentleman is
not Yet well, and tliat hie is exercising a
degree of fortitude in earnying on with his
work. Howvever, I trust he is now per-
ninently onl the Mend. There are many
things that should be spoken of in connec-
tion with the Department of Agriculture.
One thing I desire to mention is the work
of tile pathologist. I think I heard the
Minister express himself in the plural; but
I believe we have only one pathologist. 'Mr.
Pittman, and he looks after the whole of
the State. Recently, I understand, there
was a request that the pathologist should
look into the mottle leaf fungus disease; but
before he had properly started on that in-
quirly be was called away to study some
trouble in Kin-s Park, and g-rowers are
still awaiting th~e results of the experiments
or inquiries. This is no reflection upon the
pathologist, because it is realised that one
officer cannot possibly do all that is re-
quired. Unfortunately, in spite of the M!in-
ister's glowing report, the position is not
as bright as we would like it to be. In Wes-

tern Australia fruitgrowing is not regarded
so seriously as is the case inl some other
countries, notably California. I realise and
appreciate the progress made in the produc-
tion of tropical fruits, and have noted to-
night that the number of growers has in-
creased to 80. The work of the 'Minister
himself, when anl officer, has borne fruit, and
he is at least deserving of some of the con-
gratulations which must follow the produc-
tion of bananas and pineapples at Carnar-
Von. Let me mention that in connection
with the production of tropical fruits at
Carnarvon there is an officer, hut that in
connection with citriculture there is no offi-
cer. This State has great need of a
citriculturist, because about 1,400 men
are engaged in citrus culture in Western
Australia. Unfortunately, fruitgrowing is
one of the most neglected of all Western
Australias industries. One of the most diffi-
cult problems is associated with the fruit-
fly. I had hoped that the Minis-
ter would have given the Committee
sonic information as to the progress
made by the Fruit-Advisory Board and,
whether it is proposed to allow the board
to operate as anl executive and not mnerely
as anl advisory body. The position regarding
the fruit-fly is exceedingly difficult, and if
we are to make any progress with regard to
its extinction, it is essential tbat the problem
be dealt with seriously. The board asked to
bie given executive powers and the request
should be acceded to. If that were done,
we would in time be able to control the fly'
difficulty. I believe if the board's request
were granted, the fruit-fly pest would he
controlled much more quickly than is antici-
pated. That control will be brought about
only by compulsory baiting. There are
uiany elements that make for success in that
direction. The fruit-fly has been most care-
fully nurtured and protected because of the
big fi-trees that provide a most dependaible
host for it. I refer to those trees that
gow to a considerable height, the fruit at

i he top of which, being out of reach, is not
picked. The fruit-fly finds in the fruit a
ready means by which it can propagate its
species. It would be a very good thing if all
fig-trees were cut back to such an extent that
Ihe fruit could be plueked by hand from the
ground. I realise that to do that would
amount almost to Vandalism, but I am
afraid if it is not done tbe fruit-fly
will continue to flourish. It is a grave, sern-
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ous and sad commentary on the efforts of the
department that so little progress has been
made in combating the depredations of the
fruit-fly. However, the Minister may be
able to tell its that tile hoard is to be given
executive powers. If that is to be so, I have
sufficient faith in the members of the board
and the M1inister to believe that the virility
of the fly will receive a mnuch-needed cheek.
Another fruit that is a menace from the
standpoint of the growers but of great ad-
vantage to the fruit-fly is the loquat. How-
ever, it would be wrong to speak against any
particular fruit, because each type is valu-
able. The trouble is that the departmental
officers have never had an opportunity to
do what is necessary. Mfy faith persists,
and I believe the Minister will give
the hoard the power sought. At nay rate
I hope so, and it is certainly necessary
that that step be taken if success is to be
achieved. We hear from time to time of
trouble with regard to codlin moth. It is
amazing to mu that that pest is not more
troublesome, seeing how lax are the efforts
made to protect the State against infected
fruit grown in the Eastern States, where the
codlin moth abounds. One has only to travel
from the Eastern States to appreciate the
position. If he is very observant, he will
see not-ices setting out that it is illegal to
bring pears, apples or quinces from the
East. Not many people read the notices,
and even it they do, the precautions appa-
rently do not go beyond that. So far as I
have been able to ascertain, no action is
taken following upon the display of those
notices. When a visitor leaves Adelaide, he
probably receives from his friends several
bags of fruit. What happens if the fruit is
not consumed on the journeyl Is there not
a definite temptation to put what remains in
his or her suitcase? If that happens, is
there not a grave danger arising from the
possibility of oar orchards becoming in-
fected through the introduction of the codlin
moth? There are many other phases- The
Minister referred to apple scab. I do not
know much about that disease, but all such
diseases are contagious.

Mr. Marshall. All scabs are pests.
M1r. SAM-%PSO.N: And we want no confes-

,itons at this particular moment. If time
permitted, I could give the Committee Some
information as to what steps are taken in
California, and could outline the efforts
made by the department at Sacramento
to protect growers. What can be done

here is limited by the funds at the
disposal of the Minister. On the other
hand, it is for members to make is clear
to the Government, through the Mfinis-
ter, that inure must be done. There is no
real inspection, no real quarantining or
vigrilance exercised respecting the importa-
tion of infested fruit. In California, every
vehicle, whether it be an aeroplane, motor
car, train, or other means of transport, is
carefully inspected before the boundary is
crossed. I have many details of interest I
(co1ld place before members, and it is only
my sense of sympathy respecting the time
factor that precludes mue from presenting-
the whole of the details in my possession.
In a bulletin issued by the Californian De-
partment of Agriculture, there are two
pages relating to the results of inspections
made during the year, and I will content
myself with quoting the following-

Considerably more contraband plant materia
was intercepted during 1936 thtan was the
ease during any previous year, This proves
that with the increase of vehicular travel more
plant material is carried, and in consequence
a greater menace of pest-dissemnination pre-
vails, Contraband or actually infested plants
or plant products intercepted in violation is
contravention of State quarantine laws are
listed with the quarantines involved as fol-
low:-

Then the bulletin sets out a number of the
items of contraband showing that they were
on account of citrus pests, chestnut bark
(Usease, oriental fruit moth, Eastern filbert
blight, cotton insect;, alfalfa weevil, cherry
fruit-flies, sweet potato weevil. citrims white
fly, peach tree diseases, tnt ti-ee insects,
ozonium root rot, European corn borer, and
a host of otheirs. The climate of the fruit-
growmw areas of Western Australia is simi-
lar to that of California, anid the c-are eser-
vised in -that lpart of the United State~, should
be taken here. It is only on accotunt of
lateness of the hour that I refrain from
giving members moire of tbis information.

3t-. Cross: We have plenty' of time.
Mr. SAMPSON: I know that the member

for Canning has plenty of lime althnuh he
is. an exceedingly busy man.

The M1ini-iter foi Emtploymetut: Have von
not got a bed?

MrT. 'Needham interjected.
Mr. SAMNPSON: The memboler for Perth

may he very innocent in certain matters, but
I assure him that unless the fruit and other
producing industries receive the necessary'
attention the grass will grow in the streets of
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Perth. Let the hon. member realise that. I
desire to stress the importance of the inspec-
tion of railway cars or carriages, the inspec-
tion of the portmanteaux and suitcases, etc.,
of traveller;, and the checking of goods
brought by travellers from the Eastern
States. I challenge anyone to say that this
is not a most serious matter for the fruit in-
dustrv of this State. In this bulletin from
which I quoted arm given facts and figures in
regard to infected fruit taken from the bags
of travellers, and they should interest the
P'remieir in his capacity as Treasurer. I
assure the Treasurer through the 'Minister
that if fruitgrowing is to become a pennan-
eut!;-sucevessful industry in this State greater
consideration along- the lines of inspection
and the keeping of the State clear of many
diseases not yet here must he effected. I
would very' much like to expound this fur-
ther, but it is nearly 11 o'clock and I do not
desire to be the one responsible for detain-
ing hon. members. I hope I am not asking
too much of the Premier when I request that
the Minister be given greater assistance in
the way of funds to prevent the fruitgrowing
industry from languishing. As I said dur-
ing the Premnier's temporary absence there
are nu maais at present whereby producers
of citrus fruits may receive the information
and advice they meed. With all the ability
possessed by Mr. Wickens it is impossible
for one man and his district inspectors to do
what is necessary. We need a citriculturist.
Further assistance is required and I hope it
may be possible in the near future to do
what is necessary. I will defer further re-
marks on the subject until a later oppor-
tunity.

Progress reported.

House adjournd at 10.56 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

FACTORIES AND SHOPS ACT AMEND-
MENT BILL SELECT COMTrTEE.

Report Presented.

Hon. J. Nicholson brought up the report
of the select committee, together with a type-
written copy of the evidence and correspon-
dence referred to in the report.

Report, recommendations and evidence re-
ceived.

RON. J. NICHOLSON (Mfetopolitan)
:43]:I move-

That the report and recommendations be
printed.

I should like to call attention to the fact
that I ai nmoving for the printing of the re-
port and recommendations only. I do not
think we would be justified in putting the
country to the expense of printing the bulky
evidence giveni by some 42 witnesses. The
report and recommendations will be sufficient
to convey to members a full understanding
of the position, and a typewritten copy of
the evidence and the correspondence referred
to in the report will be laid on the Table.

Question lput and passed.
On motion by the Chief Secretary, re-

solved: That consideration of the Bill in
Committee be made an order of the day for
next sitting.

Hon. S. NICHOLSON: I have been asked
whether it is not proposed to have the report
read. By way of explanation, I should like
to say that the reason I did not move for
the reading of the report was that it is rather


